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The First Palestinian Money in 1,900 Years 


OR the first time since our Lord’s day, when he answered one of the tricky questions of 
his enemies by saying, “Shew me the tribute money,” currency is now being issued in 

the Land. Coins minted in 1927 and stamped in Hebrew, English, and Arabic are shown here. 
They are described in this issue in the concluding article of Mr. Davis’ series on Palestine. 
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Still More Extraordinary Articles Coming in 1936 


A glimpse of notable features no Times reader will want to miss 
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Confessions of a Spiritist Medium 


HEN she was a child of seven her 

Christian mother died, after asking 

her to promise to meet her in 
Heaven. She promised. 

But “planchette” came into the family, 
and spirit messages began coming, appar- 
ently, from the mother. The seven-year- 
old girl proved to be an apt and sensitive 
medium, and soon was receiving amazing 
messages from the spirit world, without 
any planchette. Supernatural messages 
multiplied, and the most difficult tests were 
successfully met. 

For nine years this went on, and the 
sixteen-year-old girl had become a remark- 
able medium. 

Then a cousin asked her to go to a 
mission hall, and in a spirit of bravado, 
“for the fun of it,” she went. A girl friend 
who went with her was saved, and the 
spiritist girl was “thoroughly disgusted and 
sorry we had gone.” 

But she went again; and what happened 
makes. a thrilling story of God’s grace. 
She has told this whole story for THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes Family — both the 
dark and the bright side. It is a valuable 
testimony, which all Christian people ought 
to read in this day when Spiritism is sweep- 
ing around the world in new power. 





What To Do About It 


If you are one of the 21,124 readers 
who have been getting THe SuNbDAy 
Scuoo. Times recently by a ten-weeks 
subscription, we hope you will be un- 
willing to miss a single copy after the 
Palestine Prophecies series comes to 
an end in this issue. A dollar bill 
slipped into an envelope (at our risk), 
with your name and address en- 
closed, and mailed to us will extend 
your Trmes subscription for 24 weeks 
more without’ a break — that‘ is, for 
about six months (Canadian subscrip- 
tions, $1.10). 





Better still, do as thousands are do- 
ing —send us a club of 5 annual sub- 
scriptions (your own and 4 friends’) 
at the special club rate of $1.75 each. 
This saves 50 cents for yourself and 
each of your friends over the regular 
rate of $2.25, and insures your getting 
the paper for an entire year. 


Or, for less than 5 cents a week, 
you can send your own single sub- 
scription for a year; or send the Times 
to a friend as one of the most wel- 
come Christmas gifts imaginable;- 
these subscriptions are $2.25 each. 


Whichever plan you decide on, don’t 
allow any of these extraordinary arti- 
cles to get away from you; your sub- 
scription should be mailed at once to 
The Sunday School Timés Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 











Can Science and Faith Go Together ? 


Can a man be a true scientist, command- 
ing the respect of the scientific world, and 
also be a real Christian, a true believer in 
the Bible and the Gospel? There are 
many scientists who will tell us this is im- 
possible. But certain facts are difficult for 
unbelieving scientists to get around. 

There is a Christian college, Hampden- 
Sydney in Virginia, that has the distinc- 
tion of having more of its graduates listed 
in “Who’s Who in America” than the 
graduates of any other American college 
or university, not excepting Yale, Harvard, 
Princeton, Columbia, and the other leaders. 
The President of Hampden-Sydney, Dr. 
J. D. Eggleston, has given a great deal 
of time, study, and research to the writ- 
ing of a series of articles for Taz SuNnpAay 
Scuoot Truss on “Great Scientists Who 
Were Christians.”. They are invaluable 
documents, and should be placed in the 
hands of college students and professors 
and scientific leaders. 


When a Christian Missionary 
Pleaded With Gandhi 


Is Gandhi, the great Nationalist leader 
of India, a Christian? Some mistakenly 
think he is; on the other hand facts have 
been widely published, including his own 
statements, showing: that he is not. But 
it is not generally known that a faithful 
Christian missionary once pleaded with 
Gandhi to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his personal Saviour and publicly acknowl- 
edge Him by baptism. The great Indian 
leader deliberately rejected this offer of 
the Gospel. 

The missionary who humbly and prayer- 
fully brought the Gospel to Gandhi has 
written a full account of his memorable 
interview for THe Sunpay ScHooL Times. 


The Wonderful Story of 
“W. E. B.'s" Life 


Have you ever read “Jesus Is Coming”? 
Probably millions of people have read the 
book, for it has been translated into almost 
fifty languages since it was published more 
than fifty years ago. The author has) been 
known te many only by the initials W. E. B. 

This humble servant of the Lord, William 
E. Blackstone, was taken into his Lord’s 
presence early last month, at the age of 
ninety-four. The story of his life is ex- 
traordinary and beautiful. He was a suc- 
cessful business man; his book has revolu- 
tionized the lives of great Christian leaders 
and unknown multitudes; he handled and 
administered millions of dollars for the 
Lord; he was called the “Father of Zion- 
ism” by the Pan-Jewish Congress, for in 
1891, working through the State Depart- 
ment of the United States, he addressed 
the nations of the world with a petition for 
the return of Palestine to the Jews. 

“The memorable story of the life of 
W_ E. B. will be published in the Trmes. 


More Prophecy Signals Flying 

Have you been interested in the amazing 
fulfillments of Bible prophecy in Palestine 
described in vivid detail by Mr. Davis in 
the articles soon concluding in. these col- 
umns? More than 21,000 subscriptions for 
the Trmes have been received since the 
first of October because of this extraordi- 
nary series. If you are one of these 21,000 
new members of the Times Family, or if 
you had been a reader before this, you 
will welcome the news that the Editor is 
arranging for new articles in this vital 
and thrilling field. 

Communism; “Frenzied Finance”;  up- 
heavals in our economic conditions; Italian- 
Ethiopian Crisis ; meaning of Mussolini and 
Haile Selassie; modernistic pacificism; the 
shameless, “respectable” unbridling of lust 
and passion, approved and recommended by 
college and intellectual leaders; apostasy in 
high places in professing Christian churches 
and schools,—such Prophecy Signals as 
these will be discussed and interpreted by 
able and discerning students of God’s Word. 


And in Addition to All These — 


The year 1936 promises to be one of the 
richest in the history of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes, Don’t forget that, in addi- 
tion to the extraordinary articles announced 
on this page, the past two issues have also 
announced for 1936: 


Three Great Stories of Billy Sunday 
A Lawyer Questions an Atheist 
Modernism’s Ravages in the Sunday 
School 
Sunday School Triumphs of the 
Old Faith 
Keeping Our Homes Really Christian 
College Professors’ Attacks upon 

Student Faith © 
Where Does Karl Barth Stand? 


And other regular features have made 
inseparable friends of a great host of Chris- 
tian people in every state and province of 
North America and more than 100 foreign 
countries, .These include the brilliant Sur- 
vey of Religious Life and Thought of the 
whole world, by Ernest Gordon; reports 
and discussions of the latest discoveries in 
Bible lands, by the Truss Archeological 
Editor, Dr. James L. Kelso; Girls’ Prob- 
lems of Today, discussed by Mother Ruth, 
loved and trusted by countless girls and 
parents; the Golden Text in Song, a once- 
a-month composition by the brilliant 
composer and pianist, Robert Harkness; 
Teacher Training Questions answered, once 
a month, by Clarence H. Benson, Secretary 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation; ten rich and unique helps for the 
teacher every week on the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons; Notes 
on Open Letters editorially discussing an 
incredibly wide range of questions and prac-, 
tical problems; book reviews of discerning 
and fearless truthfulness; and other fea- 
tures loved and welcomed by mary 
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AY EVERY turn in our daily lives, 
nationally advertised articles are at our 
service, and are used by all of us. And the 
arenes columns of The Sunday = gore 
Times you many suggestions of new 
byte ways of economy, efficiency, 

and time-saving. 


























Prophecy in Palestine 
By Bertha Greensmith 
ONG lay God’s curse on thee, O Plain ; 
Land of forgotten life. 
In sulphur and salt, God sealed thy doom, 


Until once more thy land should bloom 
For those, His own, brought home again. 


Long lay God’s seal on thee, O Sea; 
Lake of forgotten life. 
No fishing boats spread their sails abroad, 
ot ‘neath thy depths the hand of God 
Hid priceless treasures, held-in-fee. 


lies God’s hand on thee, O Race; 
People of blinded eye. 
Harried, and hunted, and driven out, 
Cursed by man, thou art facing about, 
Back to thy land, and His Holy Place. 


Long lie the shadows on thee, O Land ; 
Home of a seeking race. 

Lo! the sea its depths of wealth disclose ; 

Springs gladden the plain with Sharon’s rose ; 
Healing for thee is nigh at hand. 


“Only God” 

God sometimes takes all our props 
away. And we, who are God's children, 
are actually tempted to think it is safer 
to rest on props than to rest on Him! A 
consecrated Christian worker who, with 
his wife, turned aside years ago from 
earthly prosperity. and secular business to 
give himself wholly to the Lord’s work, 
writes in a personal fetter toa friend: 


“The truth is, I have been pretty much 
worried by the financial situation, and yes- 
terday the Lord sent peace into my heart 
so that now I have that sweet assurance 
that he will provide in his own time. We 
are now three months behind in salary, 
but I never felt the Lord’s blessed presence 
more, or was more sure of his ‘ableness.’ 
I have been learning that the kind of trust 
that God wants is when everything is gone 
and only God remains. It’s no trick to 
trust the Lord when the props are still 
standing.” Heaven’s provision is better 
than earth’s props. And how strange that 
we should ever be troubled when we have 
“only God”! As though a man should say: 
“T have nothing left now except a multi- 
millionaire father who has promised me to 
give me all I need.” When we have “only 
God” we have “only everything.” 


2 
The Agnostic 


“I do not know’ is the life-motto of 
the agnostic. A man often proclaims him- 
self an agnostic with a certain superiority, 


& 


as though he were rather above ordinary 
folk because of his agnosticism. H. Clay 
Trumbull used to say that the man who 
says proudly, “I am agnostic,” does not 
seem to realize that he is saying, “I am 
an ignoramus.” For agnostic and igno- 
ramus are exactly the same; the only dif- 
ference in the English words is that agnostic 
comes from the Greek and ignoramus from 
the Latin: but both mean “not knowing.” 
Christians have something better — they 
KNow. Dr. A. C. Dixon contrasted the 
“Henceforth” of the agnostic with that of 
the Christian. “The best ‘Henceforth’ 
that poor infidelity has is ‘I do not know.’ 
It is a precipice to tumble over; it is a 
darkness to leap into. But the ‘Hence- 
forth’ of the apostle Paul was a daybreak 
of light, that shone brighter and brighter 
till the perfect day. It was a race, it was 
a battle, it was a torch, but it ended in the 
glory at the appearing of the Lord. May 
God help us to trust in the Christ who 
died, to love the Christ who lives with us 
in the Holy Spirit, and to wait for the 
Christ who is to come in the glory.” For we 
KNOW whom we have believed. 
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Mastering the Gospel of Luke 


A side light on the lessons in Luke, by Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


of all God’s gifts to the Church of 

Christ is the Gospel according to 
Luke. The teacher or pupil who sets him- 
self steadfastly to master this book will 
not only be established anew in the cer- 
tainty of the Gospel, but will enter into 
the joy and gladness of the Gospel, the 
power and the passion of the Gospel; for 
in learning Luke, he will learn to love 
Luke’s wonderful Saviour. 


The Writer—Luke, the beloved physi- 
cian, the cultured master of the beautiful 
Greek language, the loving friend of The- 
ophilus and of many others, the fellow- 
laborer and loyal lover of Paul, had a 
distinction beyond any of these: he was 
the greatest historian that ever lived. His 
two works, the Gospel and the Acts of 
the Apostles, cover the two generations in 
which the most world-transforming events 
took place. 

Yet this was not Luke’s greatest dis- 
tinction. Why did the Holy Spirit select 
for this third Gospel a man who was not 
an apostle, who did not know the Lord 
in the days of his flesh, who gives all of 
his material- from the reports - of’ others? 


Oj of the most precious and beautiful 


He was.a passionate lover of his Lord, and 
his whole being was occupied with the 
glories of this Gospel that he wrote. The 
result is that the man who did not know 
the Lord has been used to give us what is 
probably the most intimate and human view 


-of the altogether lovely One. 


Three times Luke is mentioned by Paul, 
and each time he is linked with another 
man, named Demas. In Colossians (4: 14), 
Luke and Demas salute the brethren. In 
Philemon (24), Luke and Demas are men- 
tioned together as Paul’s “fellow-workers.” 
In 2 Timothy. (4: 10, 11), Demas has for- 
saken Paul, having loved this present 
world. Others left him for various rea- 
sons, and the significant word is added: 
“Only Luke is with me.” How striking 
is the contrast with Demas. Luke is one 
who did not love this present age, but 
rested on the certainty of those things that 
he tells us in the Gospel and the Acts. 

Luke is considered by most scholars to 
be a Greek, because of his name, and be- 
cause Paul seems to distinguish him from 
the Jewish believers (Col. 4: 11-14). If 
this is so (there are those who dispute. 
it), Luke thas the distinction of being the 
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only Gentile among all the Scripture 
writers, 

Luke and the Other Gospels.—Matthew, 
in keeping with the Jewish viewpoint, pre- 
sents Christ as King: “Behold thy King” 
(Zech. 9:9). Mark, from the Roman view- 
point, presents Christ as the mighty 
worker, the Servant of Jehovah: “Behold 
my servant” (Isa. 42:1). Luke, from 
the Greek viewpoint, presents Christ as 
the Son of man: “Behold the man” (Zech. 
6: 12), the perfection of humanity, the Sav- 
iour of the world, the Lord of glory. John, 
from the Christian and universal viewpoint, 
presents Christ as God: “Behold your 
God.” Yet each Gospel presents Christ 
in all of these characters. 

All four Gospels present the same won- 
derful Person, and so their essential unity 
is marked indeed. But it is easy to ex- 
aggerate the similarities of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, and draw hasty conclusions about 
one having copied from the other. The 
more closely the narratives are studied, 
the more is it borne in on the student that 
each one is independent. There is this 
striking fact about Luke, that while about 
one-third of the verses in Matthew are 
_ peculiar to Matthew, and about one-twelfth 
in Mark, more than half of Luke is found 
only in this Gospel. 

The Contents of Luke—Like Matthew 
and Mark, Luke records the Galilean min- 
istry, passing over the Judzan ministry 
that ‘followed Christ’s baptism, recorded 
only in John. We may follow the usual 
view that our Lord’s ministry occupied 
three and a half years, beginning with his 
baptism in the fall of A. D. 26. He re- 
turned from Galilee to Judza probably 
toward the end of A. D. 27, coming first 
to.Cana (John 4: 43-54), then to Nazareth, 
as recorded in Luke. The Galilean min- 
istry may be reckoned as lasting about a 
year and a half, coming to a climax in 
the miracle of the feeding of the five thou- 
sand, in the spring of A. D. 29, followed 
probably a few weeks later by the trans- 
figuration; then comes the journey to Jeru- 
salem, recorded in Matthew 19 and 20, in 
Mark 12, and in Luke from 9:51 to 19: 
28. This section in Luke has been called 
“The Great Insertion,” or “the Journal 
of Travel,” or “the Perean Section,” since 
many of the events took place in Perea. 
The Gospel may, therefore, be outlined as 
follows : 

1.. The Saviour’s Advent 
and Preparation for 


Life and Ministry .... I:t to 4:13 °° 
2. The Saviour’s Ministry 
MG AMMIMER oe ces 4:14 to 9:50 


3. The Saviour’s Ministry 

on the Journey to Je- 

IEEE sc oe ciate «es 9:51 to 19:28 
4. The Saviour’s Passion 

Week: * Triumph in 

Death, Resurrection, 

Ascension ............ 19:29 to 24: 53 

Luke’s Gospel is the tracing of “the 
course of all things accurately from the 
first,” and “in order” (1:3). This does 
not mean necessarily chronological order, 
but a deeper, glorious, logical order, from 
the beginning to the climax in the ascen- 
sion and the promise of the Holy Spirit, 
where the story is left to be taken up by 
Luke’s next treatise, the Acts of the Apos- 
ties. While Matthew puts the “beginning” 
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at the birth of the Saviour, and Mark at 
the ministry of John the Baptist, Luke be- 
gins with Gabriel’s announcement of John’s 
birth, the announcement to Mary, the ex- 
altation of Elisabeth and Mary, the advent 
of John, the advent of the Saviour; there 
follows the presentation in the Temple, his 
growth into boyhood and manhood (touch- 
ing on the three spiritual crises—at 8 
days, at 40 days, at 12 years). There fol- 
lows John’s ministry, the Lord’s baptism, 
then his ancestry and the temptation. 

In the second section, we have the same 
logical order, carrying out the promise of 
Isaiah’s great prophecy, and the emphasis 
on carrying the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
There is a progress in the revelation of 
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the Saviour, in the increasing opposition 
of the Pharisees, and in the training of his 
disciples, beginning with the calling of the 
first disciples in chapter 5, the choosing 
of the twelve in chapter 6, the sending out 
of the twelve in chapter 9. Then quickly 
follow the feeding of the five thousand, the 
confession of Peter, the transfiguration, 
and the close of the Galilean ministry. 
While five chapters are given to the 
ministry in Galilee, about ten chapters are 
given to the ministry on the journey to 
Jerusalem (9:51; 13:22; 17:11; 18:31; 
19:11, 28). In this section is prominent 
the revelation of the Lord’s suffering and 
death, of his love for the poor and outcast, 
(Continued on page 851) 
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How Is Palestine Governed ? 


The following interesting letter is from 
Dr. Paul de Schweinitz, Treasurer of the 
Society of the United Brethren for Propa- 
gating the Gospel among the Heathen (the 
incorporated missionary society of the Mo- 
ravian Church in America) : 


In connection with Mr. Davis’ interest- 
ing articles on the present situation in 
Palestine, would it not be worth while to 
prepare and publish a brief statement of 
how Palestine is governed at present? I 
was asked to explain, and I found that my 
ideas were rather hazy on the subject. 

I know that Palestine is administered un- 

der a Mandate given to Great Britain, and 
that there is a High Commissioner. But 
how is he appointed? By the Crown? By 
the British Prime Minister? What is his 
authority? Does he function like our 
President ? 
_ Is there a Palestinian Parliament? If 
so, how chosen? By universal popular elec- 
tion? Or by appointment? Who is eligible 
for election or appointment? Has it two 
chambers? How much authority has it? 
Are its acts mandatory or merely advisory ? 
Can the High Commissioner veto its meas- 
ures? Is there anything corresponding to 
our Supreme Court? 

So you see there are lots of questions, 
which a poor teacher of a men’s class can- 
not answer with assurance! 


Doubtless many readers of Toe SunNDAY 
ScHoo. Times would have to admit that, 
like Dr, Pav! de Schweinitz, their ideas 
on the government of Palestine are “rather 
hazy.” The. editors submitted the ques- 
tions asked in this letter to Isaac E. Bloch, 
former Executive Director of the Jewish 
National Fund in Philadelphia, who spent 
six yéars in Palestine—two years with 
the British Army and four years as an 
officer of the Palestine Government. Mr. 
Bloch has given the needed information, 
and many will undoubtedly be glad to keep 
on file his concise and clear answers, which 
are given below. For convenience the 
questions are repeated in condensed form. 


1. How is Palestine governed at present? 


Palestine is governed by a High Com- 
missioner, appointed by Great Britain, which 
received the Mandate for Palestine from the 
League of Nations for a period of twenty- 
five years from 1920. 

2. How is the High Commissioner ap- 


inted? By the Crown? By the British 
rime. Minister ? 


The High Commissioner is appointed by 
the King of England, but is actually chosen 
by the British Secretary for the Colonies. 
He is responsible directly to the Colonial 
Office, which dictates his policies of gov- 
ernment. 

What is the authority of the High 

Comeniasioniec? 

The High Commissioner appoints all 
departmental heads of the various govern- 
ment departments, and also appoints all 
governors of districts, and all senior of- 
ficials. The minor ‘appointments are made 
in his name by departmental heads, 

4- Does he function like our President? 
He does not function like the President 

of the United States. His speeches are 
dictated by the Colonial Office, and he is 
simply the representative of the Crown and 
the symbol of authority in Palestine. 

5. Is there a Palestinian Parliament? If 
so, how chosen? By, universal popular elec- 
tion? Or by appointment? 

There is no Palestinian Parliament. At- 
tempts have been made from time to time 
to set up some form of elective governing 
body that would have a right to elect cer- 


tain officers and to promulgate certain laws. 


No law can go into effect, however, unless 


approved by the British Colonial Office. . 


However, up to the present, no form of 
self-government satisfactory to the Pales- 
tine population has been evolved. 
6.-Who is eligible for election or ap- 
pointment ? 

All the more important posts are given 
to Britons who have had some experience 
in the Colonial Service. Some natives are 
given posts, such as native judges, magis- 
trates, police officers, and the like. Minor 
offices are given to natives, appointments 
being made after civil service examinations 
have been held. 

7. Is there anything corresponding to our 

Supreme Court? 

There is a complete judiciary system, 
starting with Magistrates’ Courts, and go- 


‘ ing through Assize Courts to the Supreme 


Court. The Supreme Court is composed 
of a Chief. Justice (a Briton) and four 
associate judges, two of whom are British, 
one an Arab, and one a Jew. All are 
appointed by the. High Commissioner on in- 
structions from the British Colonial Office. 
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The Budding Fig Tree in Palestine 


A close view of some of the “ buds” that seem to indicate 
an early fulfillment of New Testament prophecies 


By George T. B. Davis 












T WAS near the close of our Lord’s 

earthly ministry that his disciples came 

to him and asked: “What shall be 
the sign of thy coming and of the end of 
the world [consummation of the age] ?” 

In reply, Christ uttered a parable of the 
fig tree which is recorded in each of the 
three synoptic Gospels. He declared that 
when the fig tree should begin to shoot 
forth and to put forth leaves, then the 
Kingdom of God would be near at hand. 
His prophetic statement is given in Luke 
21: 28-31: “And when these things be- 
gin to come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh. And he spake to them a par- 
able; Behold the fig tree, and all the 
trees; when they now shoot forth, ye see 
and know of your own selves that summer 
is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when 
ye see these things come to pass, know ye 
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 

It is generally agreed that the fig tree 
in Scripture stands for Israel. Thus when 
Christ speaks of the budding of the fig 
tree, he refers to the renaissance of the 
national life of the Jews. 


A National Home for a Scattered People 


Surely no one with eyes to see and ears 
to hear can deny that the Jewish nation 
is being revived in a marvelous and mirac- 
ulous manner, not in some new location 
but in the land that God gave to Abra- 
ham and to his seed by an everlasting cove- 
nant. The people that have been scattered 
to the ends of the earth-for nearly nine- 
teen centuries, without a home and a temple 
and a sacrifice, and have endured untold 
persecutions precisely as predicted by Moses 
more than 3,000 years ago, have been given 
back their ancient homeland and.are return- 
ing to it by scores of thousands afinually ; 
and the land that has lain waste and deso- 
late for centuries is once more blossoming 
as the rose. In the light of these things, 
can anyone honestly say that the fig tree 
of the Jewish national life is not budding 
and putting forth leaves? 

If further proof were needed, let me give 
another interesting illustration of the bud- 
ding of the fig tree as foretold by our Lord. 
One morning in Jerusalem I was sitting 
in the private office of the manager of the 
Barclays Bank in Palestine. This bank 
mints the money for the government of 
Palestine. In the midst of our conversation, 
he put his hand in’a drawer of his desk 
and pulled out three Palestine bank notes. 
One was for half a pound, one for a pound, 
and the other for five pounds. He said, 
“Look at the number on those notes.” 
Leaning forward: I looked at the notes 
carefully and saw the figure one on each 
of them. . 

.. Then the. manager said significantly, 
“Those are: the first currency notes printed 
in Palestine: since: the time of Christ's 
earthly ministry.” You can imagine the 


thrill that I experienced as I looked upon 


Two initials seem a very small thing 
to get angry about. But some initials 
are very important, and there are two 
such letters on Palestine coins. An 
Arab official became incensed over 
them when their meaning was ex- 
plained to him. You may see these 
initials in the photograph on the cover 
of this issue, and when you read this 
concluding article of Mr. Davis’ series, 
you will understand why the Arab 
was angered, 








the first money issued in Palestine for more 
than 1,900 years! 

A Hebrew Christian with whom we 
stayed in Jerusalem called my attention to 
a striking thing on the coins that are in 
use in Palestine today. The one hundred 
mils coin, worth fifty cents in our money, 
bears on its face an olive branch. Around 
the inner rim of the coin is the word “Pal- 
estine” in English and Arabic and Hebrew. 
(It is well known that the name “Palestine” 
comes from the ancient name “Philistine.” 
However, the Word of God constantly 
calls the territory “land of Israel.”) My 
friend pointed out that after the word 
“Palestine” in Hebrew, on this and all 
Palestine coins, there are two Hebrew char- 
acters in parentheses. These two Hebrew 
characters are “aleph” and “yod,” which 
are the first letters of the words “Eretz 
Israel,” meaning “land of Israel.” There 
it is, “land of Israel” stamped on the very 
currency of the country by the authority of 
the British Government. 

It is probable that comparatively few 
of the Arabs living in Palestine are aware 
that these initials, indicating that the land 
is Israel’s, are stamped on the coins of 
the country. My friend said he pointed out 
these initials on the coins, and explained 
their meaning, to an Arab official. The 
man became very angry, but he could do 
nothing about it, for those initials were 
placed there by the action of the govern- 
ment, These same two letters, aleph and 
yod in parentheses, appear not only on the 
coins but also on the postage stamps and 
all official documents of Palestine. 

This issuing of currency in the “land of 
Israel” after a lapse of more than nine- 
teen hundred years is another striking. proof 
that the national life of Israel is being 
revived, and that the fig tree is today 
shooting forth and putting forth leaves. 





Mr. Davis’ remarkable series, which 
has brought over 20,000 short-term 
subscriptions to the Times, has now 
been published. in book form, illus- 
trated with many fine photographs; 
and the book includes information and 
pictures that have not appeared in the 
Times. Copies may be ordered from 
the Million Testaments Campaign, 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, cloth 
bound, 50 cents, paper, 25 cents. 





_the length and breadth of Palestine. 














Another interesting fact showing the bud« 
ding of the fig tree lies in the renaissance of 
the Hebrew language. A number of years 
ago a well known Jewish leader, E. Ben 
Yehuda, started a movement in Palestine 
to revive the Hebrew language as the daily 
speech of the people. The campaign spread 
rapidly, and today pure Hebrew is. the 
national language of the Jews throughout 
This 
is all the more remarkable because of the 
fact that during the long centuries of their 
dispersion the Jews have spoken the -lan- 
guages of the lands where they were liv- 
ing. Now at last, when they have returned 
to the homeland, they are once again con- 
versing in the speech of their forefathers 
in the heyday of their national life. 

Many books in the classical language 
of the Old Testament are being published 
in Palestine. The results of the agricul- 
tural researches are being put out in cir- 
culars, leaflets, and books in pure Hebrew. 
The language that has been for centuries: 
estranged from the soil is once more be- 
coming “redolent of the fields and vine-~ 
yards.” 


The New Hebrew University 


Closely connected with the revival of the 
Hebrew language is the founding of the 
Hebrew University on Mount Scopus, just 
outside Jerusalem on the way to the>Mount 
of Olives. There is a strong faculty of 
professors and a large and increasing 
library. The establishment of this uni- 
versity has stirred the imagination of both 
Jews and Gentiles the world over. 

One of the most interesting and remark- 
able things connected with the growth of 
the Jewish national life in Palestine is in 
their observance of the Sabbath day. The 
entire history of the Jewish people in the 
pages of the Old Testament is bound up 
with their observance of the Sabbath. Next’ 
to their worship of the one true God, this 
was perhaps the chief distinguishing fea- 
ture that set them apart from the surround- 
ing nations. But during the long dis- 
persion of the chosen people among the 
Gentile nations the institution has more 
and more fallen into decay. In America 
and other lands today the Jew is compelled 
by necessity to keep open his place of busi- 
ness on Saturday. But in Palestine the 
Sabbath is now being observed by the Jewa 
with much of its old time strictness. 

The Shofar, or Ram’s Horn, is blown at 
sunset on Friday. It is a call to observe 
the Sabbath for the twenty-four hours fol- 
lowing. In Jerusalem some ten of these 
rams’ horns sound out the signal ag the 
sun sinks below the horizon.. And the Jews 
with one accord heed the call, whether. they 
are orthodox or liberal or freethinkers. 


One Friday evening we took a walk 
along Jaffa Road in Jerusalem.  Duririg’ 
the day it had been thronged with buses’. 
and motor cars’ and people. That night 
it was like the street of a deserted village. 
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On Saturday after sunset we walked along 
the’ same street. What a contrast! The 
sidewalks were crowded with people. Part 
of the time we found it better to walk 
in the ‘street rather than to attempt to push 
through the throngs on the sidewalks. 

The Sabbath in Jerusalerh is certainly a 
day of rest. Not even milk is delivered 
by the Jewish dairies until after sunset on 
Saturday. All Jewish bus lines stop. If 
we watited to go to the downtown district 
on Saturday it was necessary to walk or 
hire a carriage from one of the few Arab 
cabbies that were in the district. On the 
Jewish Sabbath the synagogues are 
thronged with worshipers. Who can wit- 
ness this striking manifestation of the re- 
vival of the religious life of the Jewish 
nation and fail to realize that the fig tree 
is now putting forth an abundance of 
leaves? 

The Jews are going back to the land of 

their forefathers in unbelief, precisely as 
foretold. The veil still rests upon their 
hearts and minds as it did in the days of 
Paul. But the budding of the fig tree in- 
dicates that the time of the Lord’s return 
in glory is not far distant. ‘Then Zach- 
ariah’s prophecy will be fulfilled with the 
same precision that the predictions of Isa- 
jah and Jeremiah and Ezekiel are being 
brought to pass in Palestine today. Zech- 
ariah pictures the poignant grief that will 
come upon the people of Israel as they 
realize that Jesus of Nazareth who was 
erucified on Calvary, and whose blood 
cleanses from all sin, was none other than 
their long-promised Messiah. In Zechar- 
jah 12: 10 we read: 
: “And I will pour upon the house of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, the spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tions: and they shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn 
for him, as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” 

As we.see the Jews returning to Pales- 
tine by hundreds of thousands; as we be- 
hold the land beginning to blossom as the 
rose; as we witness the reviving of the 
Hebrew language as the daily speech of the 
people; as we examine the money of the 
country and find it stamped with an olive 
branch and declaring that Palestine is the 
“land of Israel”; as we mark the strict 
observing of the old Jewish Sabbath —as 
we see all these things coming to pass be- 
fore our eyes today we cannot fail to real- 
ize in the light of Luke 21:31 that “the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 

When I visited Palestine four years ago 
the strongest impression made upon my 
mind was this: that with almost feverish 
haste they were preparing the land for 
the return of the King. This impression 
was still further intensified by the visit 
this year. The modern miracles we are 
witnessing: the freeing of Palestine from 
the grip of the Turks and the handing of 
it over to the Jews as their national home; 
this sudden transformation of the land from 
a barren desert to a garden of Eden; this 
second exodus of the Jews, back to the land 
promised to Abraham and his seed forever ; 
this reviving of old religious customs and 
., usages ; this continuing and increasing pros- 
‘ perity in a world sunk in a mire of de- 
pression —it all has but’ one meaning — 
the King is coming, and coming soon! 
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He is coming soon to rule and reign as 
‘ King of kings and Lord of lords, not only 


over Palestine but over all the nations’ of 
the earth! 

As we “see these things come to pass” 
and know “that the kingdom of God” — 
and the King —are “nigh at hand,” what 
should be our attitude of mind and heart? 
Our Lord answers the question for us. 
We are to “look up” and “lift up” our 
heads. We are to shout and sing for joy 
of heart that our redemption — that redemp- 
tion for which the whole creation has been 
travailing and groaning for ages past —is 
at last drawing near! 

And while we are watching and waiting 
for the returning of the Lord of glory, 
should we sit idly by with folded hands? 
God forbid! The prospect of the rapture 
of the true church; the “body” of Christ, 
and then, after a series of prophetic events, 
the setting up of the Kingdom of God 
upon earth and the millennial reign of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, should lead us to purify 
ourselves first of all and to surrender anew 
to him all that we are and all that we 
possess. Should it not also stimulate us 
to study the Word of God more earnestly 
than ever before and to “delight and medi- 
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tate in it day and night”? Should not the 
thought that the time is short lead us to 
have such a love for souls as we have never 
before known —both for those about us 
here in the homeland and for those perish- 
ing in darkness in foreign lands? : 

And, finally, should-we not heed the 
Psalmist’s injunction: “Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love 
thee. Peace be within thy walls, and pros- 
perity within thy palaces.” Let us pray 
for God’s continued blessing upon the re- 
building of Palestine and upon the thou- 
sands who are returning that their hearts 
may be turned to seek the Lord — “while 
he may be found” — before the Great Tribu- 
lation, the “time of Jacob’s trouble,” falls 
upon the chosen people. 

Pray for the many Jews, perhaps some 
of your own acquaintance whose souls are 
hungry for the Living Bread. Tell them 
what is coming to pass in Palestine and that 
“the kingdom of God is nigh at hand,” that 
Messiah’s return as King is imminent, and 
tell them the Way of Life. May many 
through your prayers and testimony be led 
to see that Jesus of Nazareth “is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 














How 1000 Cartoons in The S. S. T. Began 
| , A testimony by E. J. Pace © 








The picture on page 854 in this issue is the 1 000th cartoon drawn by Dr. E. J. Pace 

and published in The Sunday School Times to illustrate the Sunday school lessons. 

His first cartoon appeared in the Times of December 2, 1916, and he therefore began 

his twentieth year of this rich ministry with his cartoon in the Times of December 7, 

1935. The Editor-and staff, with the readers, are profoundly grateful for this long 

and unique minisiry of their beloved, consecrated, and brilliantly gifted Christian 
cartoonist and brother in the Lord. 


T ALL began back in 1914, when it 

| pleased the Lord to “turn my captiv- 
ity.” I attended my first victorious life 

conference on the sands of the seashore 
near San Fernando, in the Philippine 
Islands, in March, 1914, when there were 
but two present, the blest and the Blesser. 
I was the one blessed, and the issues abide 
to this day. 

I made an earnest effort to report the 
utterly overwhelming effusion of the Spirit 
upon my heart and life in a letter to our 
foreign mission board secretary, who, just 
two weeks before receiving it, had heard 
Charles Trumbull’s testimony of wondrous 
victory in Christ. Observing how closely 
my experience tallied with the other, he 
sent my letter on to Mr. Trumbull, a thing 
I did not know till long afterward. 

Coincident with the saving of my slip- 
ping footsteps in the bog of Modernism 
came a deep and settled conviction that my 
work in the Philippines was finished. I 
fought against the conviction nearly a year, 
when it was finally settled by an attack of 
serious illness that invalided me back home. 

Not knowing what the Lord would have 
me do at home, I went into the woods one 
day in August, and spent the day in prayer. 
It was ore of those, to me, all tdéo rare 
occasions, when I drew very near to God, 


‘and was emboldened to ask some very dar- 


ing things, one of which was a world-wide 


ministry. “I know I am not worthy of 
such a thing, but that, Lord; does not-mat- 
ter, if I understand the meaning of grace.” 
Grace habitually ignores unworthiness. 

It was only a few months later, while 
taking special instruction in Hebrew, that 
it occurred to me to pay THE SuNDAY 
Secnoot Times a visit. I did not know its 
Editor, but I liked the flavor of its articles 
and the tone of its testimony. I had*in 
my hands a number of my cartoons, one 
of which had just been returned to me by 
the editor of another religious journal with 
the remark: “I do not know what you 
are driving at.” This nonplussed me some- 
what, but when I showed Mr. Trumbull 


the drawings that November day twenty 


years ago, the rejected cartoon was the 
very one he. instantly pounced upon, and 
I secretly exulted in the token of God’s 
leading. 

So it began, and so it has continued these 
many years, and what.a happy fellowship 
it has been with the editors and staff of 
the Times! I’ve stopped counting the. times 
I have given thanks for the ministry af- 
forded me through these columns, and for 
every indication that God has blessed to 
many hearts that ministry. I daily renew 
the pledge I made many years ago, as I 
lifted my right hand toward Heaven: “God 
forbid that my hand shall-ever draw any- 
thing that is not to the praise of Thy name.” 
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Mastering the Gospel of Luke 
(Continued from page 848) 


of his reaching out for the Gentiles, of 
his second coming, with all of these mes- 
sages centering upon the instructions to his 
disciples. With all of his clear revelation, 
as they draw near to Jerusalem they think 
that the Kingdom of God is immediately to 
appear (19:11). Here also Luke presents 
the message “in order.” A parable makes 
clear that the Lord is to go into a far coun- 
try to receive the Kingdom. There follows 
the message of the suffering, the death, and 
the resurrection, carrying out Luke’s clear 
statement, “First must he suffer many 
things and be rejected of this generation” 
(17:25), before he comes in glory, like 
lightning, in the day that Luke so clearly 
describes (17: 26-37). 

Of the 35 miracles of our Lord that are 
specially described, Luke includes 20. Six 
of these are found only in Luke: miracu- 
lous draught of fishes (5: 1-11); raising 
the widow’s son at Nain (7: 11-16) ; heal- 
ing woman with infirmity (13: 10-17) ; 
healing the man with dropsy (14: 1-6); 
cleansing ten lepers (17: 11-19); healing 
the ear of Malchus (22: 49-51). 

Of 35 parables, Luke includes 22; and 
16 of these are found in Luke only: - Two 
Debtors, Good Samaritan, Friend at Mid- 
night, Rich Fool, Servants Awaiting Ab- 
sent Master, Barren Fig Tree, Lowest 
Seats at Feast, Great Supper, Lost Coin, 
Prodigal Son, Worldly-Wise Steward, Rich 
Man and Lazarus, Unprofitable Servant, 
Judge and Importunate Widow, Pharisee 
and Publican, Pounds. In addition to 
these, -—Luke contains 29 parable-similies, 
as they may be called, or shorter parables, 
such as the lamp under a bushel, the new 
cloth on old garment, building a tower, the 
king going to war. There are, in addi- 
tion, 11 parabolic sayings, such as, “They 
that are whole need not a physician.” 

In addition to these miracles and parables, 
there are many notable events and sayings 
found only in Luke, including all the first 
two chapters, most of the events and dis- 
courses from ¢: 50 to 19: 28, a number of 
the circumstances ‘attending the trial and 
crucifixion, and, after his resurrection, the 
blessed walk to Emmaus and the particu- 
lars concerning the ascension. 


Theme and. Characteristics of Luke.— 
The very marked characteristics of Luke, 
already suggested by the large amount of 
material that he alone includes, all empha- 
size the central thought of presenting the 
Lord Jesus as the Son of man, the Medi- 
ator between God and man, the loving 
Saviour. It is the record of a great his- 
torian dealing with facts.. His mention, in 
four verses, of eleven historical characters 
and their official positions and actions, in- 
vited the critics to challenge his accuracy 
(2:1, 2; 3:1, 2). The triumphant con- 
firmation. of every detail reminds us that 
every statement not recorded in secular 
history is also “certain.” The key to 
Christ’s ministry as presented in Luke is 
set forth in the blessed mese-ge from Isa- 
iah concerning the acceptable year of the 
Lord, in which ‘he preaches good tidings 
to the poor, and deliverance to those who 


.are bound in the chains of sin. This, then, 


is the theme of Luke: “the year of the 
Lord’s favor,” and leads to these notable 
characteristics : 
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It is the Gospel of joy and gladness, of 
praise and thanksgiving.—The advent is 
presented in an outburst of glorious praise, 
with no less than six songs, including Ga- 
briel’s_ “Ave Maria,” Elisabeth’s “Beati- 
tude,” Mary’s “Magnificat,” Zacharias’ 
“Benedictus,” the angels’ “Gloria in Ex- 
celsis,” Simeon’s “Nunc Dimittis.” There 
is the one tragic note of Simeon’s prophecy 
that a sword would pierce Mary’s soul, 
and that many would reject this Saviour. 


This note of joy runs throughout the 
Gospel. 


It is the Gospel of the Saviour for the 
world, and the Gospel of acceptance.—In 
Matthew, the Jewish Gospel, messages con- 
cerning Gentiles are very prominent. Luke, 
called the Gentile Gospel, is entirely Jew- 
ish in all the records of the advent of 
Christ, until a climax comes in Simeon’s 
prophecy of Christ as “a light for revela- 
tion to the Gentiles.” (And this because 
“salvation is of the Jews.”) Luke’s gene- 
alogy traces our Lord back to Adam, and 
follows the natural descent (probably 
Mary’s) rather than the kingly, as in Mat- 
thew. Our Lord is, of course, the rejected 
Saviour; yet Luke emphasizes again and 
again the note of acceptance, the joy over 
sinners repenting. Even in the record of 
his death, the triumphant elements are em- 
phasized, including the saving of one of 
the robbers, and the commending of his 
spirit to God. ; 


It is the Gospel of the humanness of the 
Lord Jesus.—Luke alone gives the ‘sweet 
human touches that surround his birth and 
his youth, And he constantly emphasizes 
our Lord’s humanity, as in his prayer life. 


It is the Gospel that stresses prayer —No 
less than six notable occasions of our Lord’s 
own prayers are recorded by Luke only, 
including the crises of his baptism, choosing 
the twelve, the transfiguration (3:21; 5: 
16; 6:12; 9:18; 9:28; 23:34; 23:46). 
In addition to these, we have his teachings 
on prayer (11: 1-4; 18:1; 21:36), and 
the only two parables distinctively on 
prayer, the Friend at Midnight (11: 5-13) 
and the Unjust Judge (18: 1-8). 

It is the Gospel of tender grace for the 
poor, for the sinner, and for women.— 
Among the parables recorded only by Luke, 
there are the two debtors, in connection 
with the anointing by the sinful woman, 
the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, 
the Great Supper, the Rich Man and Laz- 
arus, all emphasizing the message of evan- 
gelism, and the message of God’s grace 
to the poor and outcast. Women are more 
prominent than in any other Gospel; there 
are Elisabeth and Mary, and Anna, Mary 
and Martha of Bethany, and the women 
who ministered of their substance (8: 1-3). 


Our Lord’s Second Advent.—There are 
three great passages in Luke concerning 
the coming of our Lord, in chapters 12, 17, 
and 18, and in 21; none of these passages 
receives particular attention in the series 
of lessons. In our Lord’s quoting of Isa- 
iah, at the very beginning of his Galilean 
ministry (Luke 4: 18, 19), the striking fact 
has often been noted that he stopped at a 
comma, Isaiah prophesied the acceptable 
year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance 
of our God. John the Baptist brought both 
of these messages. Our Lord knew that 
the day »f vengeance was yet to come. In 
the Olivet Discourse, it is Luke’s account 
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that throws clear light on the plan of this 
age, when the Lord states that after the 
destruction of Jerusalem the city shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled (21:24). This 
same clear relation between Christ’s first 
coming, his death, the preSent preaching of 
the Gospel, and the second coming is set 
forth in 17:24, 25ff, and in 19: 11ff. 

Luke closes with a joy note. The Lord 
ascended while blessing them. This has 
been beautifully called the broken bless- 
ing. He is coming again with hands 
stretched out in. blessing. The narrative 
is taken up in Acts with the message of 
the men who tell them that this same Jesus 
shall so come again in like manner as they 
have seen him go. Thus does the Gospel 
of the Son of man, who came in humility 
and blessing, bid us watch for the same 
Lord, who is soon to come back in judg- 
ment and in glory. 


bd 
Christmas Pigs and Lepers 


a and dismay reigned in 
the leper colony. The next day would 
be Christmas, but the pig, so carefully fat- 
tened for the long-anticipated feast, had 
run away. He had escaped from his pen 
and trotted off in the direction of the vil- 
lage, whither the patients could not follow 
without breaking faith with their beloved 
doctor. 

When meat comes your way only once 
or twice a year, it is something to be 
dreamed about beforehand and remembered 
longingly for many a day afterward. Some 
one had given these Chinese leper patients 
a little live pig at the beginning of the 
summer. And hadn’t they cherished him 
zealously with visions of how he would 
look, crisp and brown, decked with flowers, 
and with a ruddy apple in his mouth? 

But now this delectable vision was fad- 
ing, for the pig had run away, and on the 
very day before Christmas. 

In a crisis like this there was only one 
thing to do. The aged Head Man of the 
colony called the patients together, as was 
their custom, to pray over their troubles. 
All sat on the ground while Brother Sit 
Ling spread out his mutilated hands and 
began to pray. He told of their trouble, 
how when food was scarce they had often 
gone hungry, how providential the gift ‘of 
the pig had been, and how they had plan- 
ned to share the meat with some homeless 
lepers near by for whom there was no room 
in the colony. Then he closed his petition 
with the simple plea, “Lord, please direct 
this pig’s steps back home.” . 

Just before nightfall a great commotion’ 
was heard. The lepers rushed out to inves- 
tigate. A wheelbarrow was approaching 
and on it the squealing, protesting little pig. 
After much loud talking it was made clear 
that the villager, who had found the run- 
away rooting in his garden, had recognized 
him as the colony pig and returned him. 

Charles Lamb and others have praised 
the virtues of roast pig, but there never was. 
one which tasted quite as delicious as the 
prodigal pig that graced the feast at the 
leper colony next day. It cannot be said 
that anyone over-ate, for a generous portion 
was reserved for that wretched group wait- 
ing patiently outside the gate in the hope 


(Continued on page 858) 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 5. A MOTHER'S SONG 











International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 1; printed text, Luke 1: 46-58 
Golden Text.—My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.— Luke 1 : 46, 47 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
fi the lesson helps is Luke 1 : 46-58 


or printing 
Kinc James VERSION 


Luke 1:46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47 And 
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Luke 1: 46 And Mary said, 


My soul doth magnify the Lord, 


my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
48 For he hath looked upon the low estate of his *? handmaiden: 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 


48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, 49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; 


behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; 


ts his name. 


And holy jis his name. 


50 And his mercy is unto generations and generations 
and holy On them that fear hi 


im. 


50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generatioa to 51 He hath showed —— with his arm ; 


generation. 


He hath scattered th 


¢ proud *in the imagination of their heart. 


He hath d f t ones, 
51 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the = pee Sth examen F ripe “Soa Pr - 


proud in the imagination of their hearts. 


52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted 


em of low degree. 


’ 53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he 


‘hath sent empty away. 


54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 


mercy ; 


5s As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for 


ever. 


“56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned 


to her own house. 


she brought forth a son. 


58 And her neighbours and her cousins heard pice the Lord had 
shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 
Approach to the Lesson 


UKE is the sequel of Malachi, fol- 
[towing its message as closely as 

Acts follows Luke. We closed last 
year’s lessons with Malachi’s message of 
a new day to come,'a new day to be 
heralded by the messenger of the Lord, the 
forerunner of Messiah. After that proph- 
ecy of the coming of John the Baptist, 
there is a silence of four hundred years. 
In Luke we take up the story, when the 
‘silence is broken by Gabriel’s message to 
Zacharias of the birth of John. And how 


,wonderful are. the first. words that break - 


the silence: “Fear not.” The message of 
the angel was one of glad tidings that 
caused all Heaven to rejoice. But Zach- 
arias received it with unbelief. About six 
months. later, Gabriel came to Mary, in 
Nazareth, with an announcement far more 
startling than the announcement to Zach- 
arias. And how differently Mary received 
it! It is good to begin our study of Luke’s 
Gospel with the song that reveals the 
heart of- this Jewish maiden, the song now 
called “Magnificat,” irom the first word 
_ of the Latin version. 


The Historical Setting 

. The birth of our Lord, if it was in the 
latter part of the year, probably occurred 
in 5 B. Cc, a ee ee oe 
six months earlier. 


Wires by Verse 


Luke 1: 46.—And:Mary said. Under the 
.inspiratiqn. .of.. the. Holy Spirit, but not 
with a loud voice like Elisabeth: (v. 42). 


53 oo hungry he hath filled with good things ; 
And the rich he hath sent empty away. 


54 He hath given help to Israel his servant, 


That he 
55 (As he 


unto her house. 


folk heard 


ht remember mercy 

e unto our fathers) 

Toward Abraham and his seed for ever. 

56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned 


57 Now Elisabeth’s time was fulfilled that she should be delivered; 
and she brought forth a son. 


58 And her neighbors and her kins- 


t the Lord had magnified his mercy towards her; 


and they rejoiced with her. 
ant’ Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be delivered; *Gr., bondmaid. 
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My soul doth magnify the Lord. Elisa- 
beth’s song magnified Mary, in the right 
way, it is true, but Mary’s song, in strik- 
ing contrast, magnifies the Lord alone. 
Verse 47.—My spirit hath rejoiced. When 
God is put first, joy follows. Mary is not 
intending to make a distinction between 
soul and spirit, as is done in the Epistles 
(1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 4:12). In each 
case it means that she herself, with all her 
heart, is magnifying the Lord and rejoic- 
ing in him (Psa. 103:1). In God my 
Saviour. She knows she needs a Saviour. 
Very far from Mary’s thought is the false 
and foolish view that she is sinless. 


Verse 48.—He hath regarded the low 
estate of his handmaiden. Mary is poor 
and humble, and not highly regarded among 
men. That the majestic God stooped to 
consider such a one as she, filled her with 
wondering exultation. Behold, from hence- 
forth all generations shall call me blessed. 
With prophetic insight, like that of the 
Lord himself, in speaking of Mary of Beth- 
any (Matt. 26:13), she recognizes that her 
name will be linked with the proclamation 
of the Gospel to all generations. 

Verse 50—His mercy. The mighty God 
is the merciful God, dealing in grace with 
us who are not mighty and not holy. 

Verse 51.—The proud, All those who, 
under Satan’s leadership, have rejected 
God. These are in contrast with those 
who fear him (1 Pet. 5:5). 

Verse 52.—Put down the mighty ... 
exalted them of low degree. This is to 
indicate that the Saviour who is coming 
will preach glad tidings to the meek, and 
will bring judgment against all who are 
exalted against God. 

Verse 53.—He hath filled the hungry with 


» 


2 Or, by. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


good things. The great prophecies of Mes- 
siah emphasize that he is to. deliver the 
poor from oppression, and to satisfy the 
hungry (Psa. 72: 1-4, 12-14). The deeper 
meaning is that he will fill those that hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness; which 
more often are the poor of the earth. 
The rich he hath sent empty away. That 
is, the rich whose portion is in this lifé, 
who trust in material riches, who have 
no regard for the poor (Matt. 19: 23, 24; 
Psa. 49: 1-20; 52:1-7). The humble rich 
may be poor in spirit, looking to God and 
not to riches. 

Verse 54.—He hath holpen his servant 
Israel. Literally, he has taken hold of 
Israel to help him (cf. Heb. 2: 16, R. V.). 
Wrapped up in this phrase is the glorious 
fulfillment of all the rapturous expectations 
of the prophets (Psa. 89: 19). 

Verse 55.—As he spake to ow fathers. 
Mary was a student of all that God has 
said. To.Abraham. To him was the Gos- 
pel preached, and it included blessings for 
all the Gentiles as well as Israel (Gen. 
12:3). To his seed for ever. This in- 
cludes those who follow in the faith of 
Abraham (Rom. 4: 12; Gal. 3: 16, 29). 

Verse 56.—Mary abode with her about 
three months. In the simple, humble round 
of their daily: life these two women had 
sweet: fellowship, with high thoughts; in 
these two mothers, the elderly woman and 
the young girl, all the hopes of the world, 
and of all the generations to come, were 
centered. 

Verse 57.—Elisabeth’s full time came. 
Apparently after Mary had Ieft, though 
some conjecture that she remained until 
the birth of John. But it seems fitting 
that Mary should go before the. arrival of 
the other visitors, who knew not. her secret. 


Sw 
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Lesson for January 5 


Brought forth a son. There was no doubt 
as to whether this child would be a son! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There are five songs that herald the 
advent of Christ, in an outburst of praise 
from Heaven and earth. Among these 
there is “the song of songs, which is 
Mary’s.” It reveals the heart of the 
woman whom God highly favored above 


‘all other mothers in Israel, or in any land. 


It is evident that every quality of noble 
womanhood was hers in high degree. Mary, 
the daughter of David, was the woman 
after God’s own heart, ready to do all his 
will. She was rich in the knowledge of 
God’s Word and God’s purposes; rich in 
humility and in love. In her song, she is 
occupied with God, and renders to him all 
the glory, recognizing that while she her- 
self will be magnified through all genera- 
tions, it is not for her mighty doings, but 
as the one blessed of God. Mary stands in 
awe before the revelation of the majesty 
of God joined with the lowliness of his 
merciful dealings with men; the mighty 
God, the holy one, is to take up abode in 
the Virgin’s womb. When that astound- 
ing announcement was made to her, faith 
reached its most sublime height since the 
Seed of the woman was promised in Eden. 
Beyond the faith of Abraham was Mary’s 
quiet word: “The handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy wo 

Mary’s message to us is to realize that 
God’s mercy, and his mighty doings, are 
for us as definitely as for her. The mys- 
tery of the incarnation is parallel with that 
ether mystery that the Lord Jesus Christ 


- dwells in us who believe in him. With 


wondering joy let us also magnify the 
Lord, and rejoice in God our Saviour. 


Lesson Outlines 

Luxe’s OpENING CHAPTER 
1. Luke’s announcement to Theophilus 

and to us (vs. 1-4). 

2. Gabriel’s announcement to Zach- 
arias (vs. 5-25). 

3. Gabriel’s announcement to Mary (vs. 
26-38). 

. 4. Elisabeth’s song to Mary, the 

Blessed (vs. 39-45). » 

5. Mary’s song to God (vs. 46-55). 

6. Song and prophecy of Zacharias 
(vs.’ 57-80). 

Bressep Mary: “Morner or My Lorp” 
1. Chosen to this motherhood by God. 
2. Prepared for motherhood. 
3. Acceptance of motherhood. 
4. Purpose of motherhood. 

Mary’s MAGNIFICAT 
1. God magnified: Lord, 

mighty, holy, 

' faithful. 

2. Mary blessed: chosen: of God, lowly, 
bondmaid, for whom God has done great 
things. — 

3. The proud -judged: the enemies of 
God, the proud, the mighty, the rich 
are put down. 

4. The humble saved: those that fear 

God, the lowly, the ‘hungry, are exalted. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
The Song of Hannah (1 Sam. 2: 1-10). 
As Samuel was a type of the Lord jesus 


Saviour, 
merciful,. condescending, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1, January 5.—A Mother’s Song ........ Luke 1 
2. January 12.—A Prophetic Vision ....Luke 2 
3. January 19—Jesus Prepares for His 
OME. Bis be eeivscecccrtens Luke 3:1 to 4:15 
4 — 26.—Jesus Declares His Pur- 
Seb adedeKsusadivecdecseebess Luke 4 : 16-44 
5. wueaery 2—Jesus Calls Disciples ..Luke 5 
6. February 9.—Jesus Insists on Right- 


GOUSIOOE 2s siccccicccceccecdcassoebovecene Luke 6 
y. February 16—Jesus Helps a Doubter. 
Luke 7 


8. February 23.—People Before Property. 
(May be used with temperance 


application) ...cccccccsgeevccccccccces Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Vision and Service canbe cop Luke 9 

10. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 

11. March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
0 PEAY- o0cccccgnccccsegeddvccccesoors Luke 11 

12, March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 

13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 
Luke 13 








as Prophet, Priest, and King, so Samuel’s 
mother was. a foreshadowing of Mary. 
Mary’s Magnificat is the New Testament 
singing of Hannah’s song, though far from 
a mere copy of Hannah’s. Hannah’s- is 
twice as long (35 lines against 17); but 
Mary includes the same themes, and also 
speaks of the mercy of God, what he has 
done for her, and of the fulfillment of all 
his promises to Abraham. Mary’s soul fed 
on the Old Testament, and breathed out 
her thoughts in words of Scripture; but 
Mary’s song has a gentleness and spiritual 
depth, a real Gospel flavor, that goes be- 
yond Hannah’s. 

Luke’s Introduction. Study the beau- 
tiful and majestic sentence with which Luke 
opens his Gospel, in the first four verses. 


Prophecies. The first chapter of Luke 
is full of prophecy. There are Old Tes- 
tament prophecies fulfilled, others to be 
fulfilled by Christ’s ministry, others at his 
second coming. There are prophecies by 
the angel, and prophecies by Elisabeth, 
Mary, and Zacharias. 

Characteristics of Luke. Note how the 
special characteristics of Luke’s Gospel are 
illustrated in the first chapter: its joy and 
gladness; presenting: Jesus as the Son of 
man, emphasizing human elements; giving 
special attention to women; magnifying 
God’s mercy and salvation. See Foreview 
of Luke on the first page. 


Other Special Topics. The Deity of 
Christ. Luke’s Famous Songs. See Les- 
son Questions. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Mothers, learn from Mary! Only one 
mother could be the mother of Messiah, 
but every Christian mother has the solemn 
responsibility and the great joy of nurtur- 
ing her children in the Lord. 

Tt is God's will that we should rejoice. 
Have we learned to sing? (Eph. 5: 18-20.) 
Tribulation and sorrow are constantly em- 
phasized in the New Testament as the por- 
tion of the Christian. But no less is joy 
to be our characteristic. 


Are we siudents of the Bible, as Mary 
was? Study it to know the character of 
God: his power, his holiness, his mercy, his 
faithfulness. Study it to know the prophe- 
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cies concerning Israel, and concerning. sal- 
vation, Study it so as to fit our own 
lives into God’s mighty purposes of redemp- 
tion. 

Are we following Mary’s faith? “Blessed 
is she that believed.” Christ dwells in 
our hearts by faith (Eph. 3:17). Are we 
believing this stupendous reality concerning 
ourselves, as Mary believed the astounding 
word of the angel to her? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


These two cousins did not gossip during 
the three months they spent together; they 
fulfilled Malachi 3:16, and the Lord lis- 
tened to their conversation. 


There are modern mothers who should 
sing for joy at the birth of a child, God's 
gift to them, who are selfishly sorry that 
their burden is increased. 


If all God’s children were stricken dumb 
because of their words of unbelief, our 
churches would be quiet places. 


Zacharias’ silent months: were fruitful 
months, and the silence was broken by 
one of the most glorious songs of prophecy 
in the Word of God. 


Watch those faithful Israelites looking 
to God at the hour of prayer; how much 
more reason have we to be faithful. 


“Zacharias” means, “the Lord hath re- 
membered”; “John” means, “the Lord hath 
been gracious,” or “the Lord’s gift.” 

They objected that none of the kindred 
was named John; but then this child was 
going to be different from any of the 
kindred. 


As we study Luke, let us live in the glad- 
ness of this new day of grace, when the 
least in the Kingdom is greater than John. 

Cotumata, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher aul Class 


The method of providing these questions is 

an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 

ety, stimulus, and searc ae eee f inetd 

So Geet Mane sae MeGuilkin, 

choo: mes 5s —_ 

Mrs. Low, and Smith. oe. you tried 

assigning some of the questions to different 

members of your pr Bg letting them see 

whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 

O YOU think that M 

by her character to 

Jesus than any other woman in 

Should Christians honor Mary, the 
woothiae of Jesus? 

We sometimes hear ' Christians affirm 
that they believe in the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, meaning the Virgin Birth. What is 
the difference ? 

4. Name two mothers of the Old Testament 
sine had dealings with the Lord concerning 
their unborn sons. 

5. How does this lesson answer the ques- 
tion sometimes asked: Did Mary know all 
along, from his babyhood to the cross, that 
her son was the Messiah of prophecy ? 

6. How many famous songs are included 
in the first chapter of Luke? 

7. Why did Mary go to visit Elisabeth just 
after the angel announced the wonderful news 
of oa coming of the Lord Jesus? 

How many ines recorded in the first 
diag tk Ct on sate eae eee 
9. What remarkable proofs of the deity of 
Christ are given in the first chapter of pret 

10. Can you mention six-or seven 


that are to Christ in the firet chapter 
be "are given pter 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are gives 
on page &%6 of this issue. 





Ms nee a 
oP te 





854 * 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that justra s 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be ava 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Her Chariot.—He that is mighty hath 
done to me great things (Luke 1:49). It 
is related of the saintly Frances Ridley 
Havergal that on the last day of her life 
she asked a friend to read to her the forty- 
second chapter of Isaiah. When the friend 
read the sixth verse—‘“I the Lord. have 
called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee” — Miss 
Havergal stopped her. , “Called — held — 
kept,” she whispered. “Well, I will just 
go Home on that.” .And she did go Home 
on that, as on a celestial chariot—From 
The King’s Business. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


When Men Are Impotent.—He hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts (v. 51). In Port Barrios on 
the Caribbean coast, our little congrega- 
tion of believers, the only evangelical group 
‘in the town, was much harassed by opposers 
who finally designated a certain Sunday 
. when, as their leader boasted, they would 
completely demolish the work. Many be- 
lievers were praying to God in behalf of 
this little church which had been estab- 
lished under such adverse conditions. A 
few days after the Sunday designated a 
letter from one of the believers came to 
our mission headquarters saying, “The 
leader of the opposers died on Saturday 
night, they are scattered, and the work 
of God goes on.” In the following years 
“much people was added to the Lord.”— 
From W. R. Adell, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Heaven’s Uniform.—He hath put down 
the mighty from their. seats, and exalted 
them of low. degree (v. 52). When our 
war was going on, men used to come to 
enlist, and the men who came with a fine 
suit of clothes on, and the hodcarrier with 
his dirty garments, would both have to 
take off their clothes and put on the uni- 
form of the Government. And so when 
men go into the Kingdom of God thcy have 
to put on the livery of Heaven. You need 
not dress up for Christ, because he will 
strip you when you come, and put on you 
the robes of his righteousness—From 
Moody, in “Practical Themes,” by S. H. 
Edgcumbe. Sent by Earl K. Wyman, 
Sania Ana, Cal. 


Why “Of Low Degree”?—He hath 
. . « exalted them of low degree (v. §2). 
“I am by birth,” said a converted Hindu 
when addressing a number of his country- 
men, “of an insignificant and contemptible 
caste, so low that if a Brahman should 
chance to touch me he must go and bathe 
in the Ganges for the purpose of purifica- 
tion; and yet God has been pleased to call 
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me, not merely to a knowledge of the 
Gospel, but to the high office of teaching it 
to others. My friends, do you know the 
reason of God’s conduct? It is this: If 
God had selected one of you learned Brah- 
mans, and made you the preacher, when you 
were successful in making converts, by- 
standers would have said it was the amaz- 
ing learning of the Brahman and his great 
weight of character that were the cause; 
but now, when anyone is convinced by my 
instrumentality, no one thinks of ascribing 
any praise to me, and God, as is his due, 
has all the glory.” And when the- most 
highly educated are equally ready to give 
God all the glory, he can use them, too, 
as he did the lowly Hindu—From “s5000 
Best Modern Illustrations,’ by Hallock. 
Sent by E. L. Simmonds, Toronto, Ont., 
Can. Prize illustration. 


Where Is Our Treasure Located?—He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away (v. 
53). A young lady was one day visiting 
an aged man, a friend of her father, who 
had been associated with him in early life. 
The man had been one of those who run 
after the world and had overtaken it. All 
it could give, he had obtained. Pretty soon 
he inquired the state of his friend, whom 
he knew to be in circumstances of far less 
external comfort than himself. As he lis- 
tened to the story of his less favored friend’s 
patience in suffering, of the cheerfulness 
with which he could look forward to either 
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life or death, the rich man’s conscience 
applied the unexpressed reproach, and he 
exclaimed: “Yes, yes, you wonder why 
I cannot be as happy and quiet, too; ‘but 
think of the difference! He is going to 
his treasure, and I—I must leave mine.” 
—From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by Josephine A, Kinsly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y, 


Mold and Medallion.—As he spake to 
our fathers (v. 55). The two Testaments 
correspond somewhat as a mold and a 
medallion do — the same image being found 
in both, sunk in the surface of one, project- 
ing from the surface of the other.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A’Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
magnify thy name today because of the great 
things that thou hast done in behalf of a needy 
world. Thou hast provided the way of sal- 
vation for sinful men, and thou didst use thy 
choice among our human kind for the cherish- 
ing love of the little Child who came in thine 
own good time to give his life a ramsom for 
many. We thank thee for the supreme miracle 
of his coming, and that he shared our humanity 
while revealing thyself to men in his oneness 
of Deity with thyself. Help us to remember 
him as we study the lessons of the next few 
months, and may we seek to realize anew what 
he has done for us in meeting our human 
needs. In his dear name we pray. Amen. 


"© MAGNIFY THE LORD WITH ME, AND LET US EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHER” 











T is a good thing to give 
fthanks unto the Lord, 
and to sing praises unto 
thy name, O most High: 

To shew forth thy loving- 
kindness in the morning, 
and thy faithfulness’ every 
night, upon an instrument of 
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thy work: I will triumph in en Strings 
the works of thy hands.” 4 
Psalm 92:1-4 pe 
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Lesson for January 5 


After.the Lesson.—Try as we may we 
cannot begin to realize the marvelous news 
that. caused Mary. to utter such a song. of 
praise, since she had been chosen as the 
one to be the mother of our Lord. How 
clearly her words ring out, and how glori- 
ously she sings forth the story of God’s 
dealings with his people over the long’ 
course of their history! Great as the news 
was for her she seems to have been think- 
ing of the greatness of God and his mercies. 
What a privilege she had in bringing the 
Child Jesus into the world and cherishing 
him through the special years of prepara- 
tion that belonged to his mission among 
men! It was the mother’s privilege in- 
tensified many times over. Have we our- 
selves in our simple lives realized what 
our mothers have done for us, and what 
their care through all the years has meant 
to us? Can we ever forget the mother 
love that has surrounded our days? We 
can sing praises unto God for his loving 
care shown forth through the mother whom 
we love. Have we done all we ought to 
do for her?. Let us pray. 





Mik, IN ONG 
AGNIFYING OUR ALVATION 
HE SHALL SAVE FROM SIN 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Microscope and Telescope.—Mary said, 
My soul doth magnify the Lord (Luke 1: 
46). One of the greatest songs of the 
Christian church is “A Mother’s Song.” 
It is called “The Magnificat,” and some 
old Church Father wrote noble music for 
it.. And the whole Christian world has 
been singing it for years and years the 
whole world round. 

When Mary was touched by the hand 
of Heaven her soul began at once to be- 
hold God in all his greatness. Some day 
when you call upon a biologist, or any 
other microscopist, ask him to put his big 
microscope to work for you. “You will be 
in for some surprising revelations as you 
put your eye to the little hole on top of 
the instrument. 

You will see that the-wing of the tiny 
insect is all aflame with the colors of the 
sunrise and the sunset, and the beauty is 
painted upon a tissue finer than the finest 
silk. You discover that the common, and 
perhaps drab, things all around you are 
full of loveliness of tint and form. 

Call upon Dr. John A. Miller at Swarth- 
more observatory, or any other astronomer, 
and his big magnifier which he calls his 
telescope will reveal to you heavenly won- 
ders you have never suspected nor dreamed. 
Stars which the world has never seen. 
“As many stars out there as there are grains 
of sand on all seashores.”’ 

So it is, when your soul doth magnify 
the Lord you have revealed to you glories 
you have never known. We need not be 
surprised and wonder when a man (or 
woman) is only lukewarm religiously. His 
soul has never magnified the Lord, and in 
consequence he knows no more of God and 
his wonderful glory; beauty, and love than 
he knows of the small life and the great 
heavens so well known to the scientist. 
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. “Ridgway, I can’t. understand . what. you 
can. see in this religious. game you're so 
wrapped -up.in,” said an old college mate 
to whom. church, Sunday. school, etc., was 
a. bore. 
. “Don’t you wish you could!” I replied 
as I gave him the old Turner answer to 
the woman who said she could never see 
the colors Turner.used in his pictures. 
Like Mary, my soul has learned to 
magnify the Lord, and to me he is “chief- 
est among ten thousand” and “altogether 
lovely” (Song of Sol. 5: 10, 16; Psa, 145: 
3-12; Isa. 12: 4-6). 


The Folks Who Sing.—His mercy is on 
them that fear him (v. 50). “The quality 
of mercy is not strain’d,” says Portia in 
her famous appeal to the murderous Shy- 
lock. “It is an attribute to God himself.” 
Then the old Book tells us, “The fear of 
the Lorn is the beginning of wisdom” (Psa. 
111: 10; Prov. 1:7). 

So full of mercy is our God, he wants 
every one of his children to have a happy 
time here now, and hereafter there then. 
If there is a man or woman not happy it 
is not God’s fault. Poverty, bad health, 
“surrounding circumstances” have little or 
nothing to do with it. And by “it” is 
meant the condition of being happy. Be- 
fore you write me, consider! 

It so happens that the afflicted, the bed- 
fast, the room fast, the shut in (is) are 
rarely the unhappy ones. Indeed, quite 
the opposite. During the hard times I found 
more cheerfulness, more happiness in the 
homes and hospitals I visited than among 
bankers, brokers, traders, manufacturers, 
and the good “safe” job holders. 

When it gets down to the real poor 
folks, the happiest I know are the colored 
people. And they are poor in the real 
sense, in most parts of the U. S. A. Have 
you ever been in contact with a bunch of 
colored folks when they were celebrating 
a holiday? Have you heard them laugh? 
Have you heard them sing? Yet what 
vocations are open to them? In what part 
of town and under what conditions must 
they live? What is the secret of the light 
and happy hearts of those who are Chris- 
tians? This, —they fear the Lord and are 
sure of his mercy, and so, like Mary, they 
break into song and we call their songs 
“Negro. spirituals.” 

Some years ago there was a business 
man of Richmond, Va., Mr. Polk Miller, 
who once a year would for a vacation take 
his banjo, of which he was an expert 
player, and go through the North lectur- 
ing on “The Old Southern Negro” and 
singing the characteristic Negro songs. As 
he closed one of the delightful lectures 
which I heard, he said this, which I have 
never forgotten: 

“In my lecture you will notice I have 
made no allusion to the religion of the 
Negro and its emotional cxpression, and in 
closing I just want to tell you this: J 
would give all the world for the unques- 
tioning faith of my old colored mammy.” 


Godliness with Contentment.—He hath 
shewed strength with his arm (v. 51).. As 
I write this note in early November I 
have just returned from Bethlehem, Pa., 
where last night I spoke to a large group 
of the men of the Moravian Church there. 

Bethlehem is a city of 60,000 people, and 
its twin city of Allentown has about twice 
as many, I am told. 
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. In. Pennsylvania the towns had the op- 
portunity in November of voting on Sun- 
day movies. _While the near-by. Quaker 
City of Brotherly Love voted overwhelm- 
ingly for the open Sunday, under vigorous 
propaganda of the moving picture interests, 
the countryside stood by the old law. 

Allentown and Bethlehem voted down 
the Sunday movies, two to one, they told 
me. What does this indicate? Both are 
busy manufacturing cities. 

I'll tell you. The good old Pennsylvania 
Dutch descendants still remember the good 
old Ten Commandments upon which 
through the years they have built their 
wonderful prosperity. 

Have you ever been up in Lehigh, Berks, 
and Montgomery Counties? Garden spots 
of the world, with Moravians, Mennonites, 
and Brethren showing the world what God- 
liness and Industry will do for a people? 

Or, as Mary sang, “He hath shewed 
strength with his arm” to all those godly 
people who came from across the sea to 
find a home where they could serve and 
worship their Lord without let or hin- 
drance. 

When I want to demonstrate the abound- 
ing promises of God I do not go to the 
city, with its palaces, but to Pennsylvania 
Dutchland with its broad, fertile acres, 
great double-decker barns, and its busy 
factories. 

And where, when it comes to a matter 
of taking care of the Good Old Ten Com- 
mandments they vote down the Sunday 
movies “two to one” and turn out en masse 
to hear an old Quaker-Presbyterian tell 
“How to Have a Home on Easy Street,” 
which was what I talked about, and what 
I have been telling you folks in this Corner 
for — well, this is my twenty-ninth year. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


ve 
Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Why Mary Sang. 
Discussion: How can a fellow best repay 

his mother? 


” Objective: A worthy son. 











AY, fellows, when Mary learned that 
she was to be the mother of Jesus 
she sang a beautiful song— perhaps the 
most beautiful song that was ever sung 
on earth, because it was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. That song is the text of our 
lesson today. 

Mary was very happy. Her son was to 
be the only perfect boy ever born into 
the world. And he more than fulfilled 
her expectations. He was a perfect son 
—.a perfect man; because he was the Son 
of God. She never could have known how 
wonderful he would be. 

Fellows, I guess all our mothers expected 
us to be “something extra.” Maybe some 
of them sang about us before we were born. 
I know that some prayed. Mothers have a 
way of expecting great things of their 
sons. Many mothers make great sacri- 
fices and undergo hardships that their 
sons may have every possible opportunity 
to live great lives. Some twelve to fif- 
teen years of this sacrificing (often stuffer- 
ing) goes on before a boy begins to real- 
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ize it; and some never know fully until 
they have children of their own. 

I think it is a good time just now to 
look down into our hearts and ask the 
question: “Have I been worth it to 
Mother? Has she realized her expecta- 
tions in me? Or, have I disappointed her?” 

Well, I suppose none of us will be quite 
satisfied with the returns our mothers have 
received from us, Maybe it is a good deal 
worse than that. Maybe she has “drawn 
a blank” (or worse than a blank) in us. 
A glance at the front page of the daily 
paper shows up many sons who have 
brought the gray hair prematurely to their 
mothers’ heads. 

But no matter what the case is with 
any mother’s son today, here is one glorious 
truth that shines through our lesson about 
Mary’s Son; and it is this: he was perfect. 
And because he was perfect, he could be 





Littie Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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(and was, and is) the atoning sacrifice 
for every other mother’s son before God. 
If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, then you stand before God’s jus- 
tice clothed in the righteousness of his 
Son. Thus your mother’s son is redeemed. 
Thus your mother’s son may yet live a 
life that will cause your mother to rejoice. 
In earth or in Heaven she may yet sing 
her magnificat. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for January 5) 


1. It seems evident that she was. The 
glimpses given of her piety and faith, her 
deep spiritual understanding, her occupation 
with God and his purposes, would lead us to 
believe that she was ideally fitted as was no 
other woman for this high call. All of. this 
_ of course, by God’s grace, in preparing 

er. 

2. Yes. God bestowed on her the greatest 
honor ever bestowed on a woman. We uld 
honor her, but not worship her. 

3. The Immaculate Conception affirms Mary 
to be sinless, but she herself confessed her 
sinfulness in calling God her Saviour. The 
Virgin Birth speaks of the truth that Jesus 

no human father 

4. Samson’s mother (Judges 13); Hannah, 
is mother (1 Sam. 1). 


In the Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-55) Mary 
clearly refers to several Old Testament proph- 
ecies concerning the promised Messiah; she 
refers explicitly to Abraha: and she de- 
lineates the character, the work, and the mis- 
sion of our Lord. 

6. Mary’s song, called the “Magnificat,” 
from the first word in the Latin version.. The 
song of Zacharias, called the “Benedictus,” 
the Latin for “blessed.” The song of Elisabeth 
sometimes called the Lesser Benedictus, or 
the Beatitude. The song based on the an- 
nouncement of the angel to Mary. 


7. The angel had encouraged Mary by tell- 
ing her of Elisabeth and the coming of her 
son, and-thus encouraged her to have fellow- 
ship with Elisabeth, the only one who could 
intelligently share her secret. 

8. None of the things recorded in the first 
chapter of Luke are told anywhere else in the 
Bible. hy prophecy to Mary that his name 
was to be Jesus was made also to Joseph 
peer 1:21). 

The statements of Gabriel, of Elisabeth, 
oan of Zacharias, in which names are given 
indicating that he is God (vs. 17, 32, 35, 43> 
76, 78). 

10. The Lord (vs. 17, 76); Jesus (v. 31); 
Son of the Highest (v. 32); Son of (v. 
35): my Lord ‘(v. 43); the Highest (v. 76); 
the dayspring from on ‘high (v. 78). 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Use a larze doll to illustrate this lesson. 
It is a, splendid time for a special Cradle 
Roll service. Have the _ children’ sing 
Luther’s Cradle Hymn, making a motion 
song of it. 
How many of you ever saw a mother 
take her baby in her arms like this, 
and rock it to sleep as she sang to it? 
Of course you have. Maybe you can even 
remember your mother taking you up that 
way when you were smaller than you are 
now. Mothers have always done it, and 
babies still love to be cuddled just as much 
as ever. 

Perhaps Mary rocked the little Baby 
Jesus in her arms just like this, and sang 
to him. We don’t know about that, but 
we do know one song Mary sang, because 
the Bible tells us about it. 
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An angel came and told Mary that God 
was going to send a little baby. to her, 
and that his name was to be Jesus, which 
means Jehovah’s Saviour, for he should 
save his people from their sins. And this 
Baby that was coming to Mary was to be 
the Son of God. 

For hundreds of years, prophets had told 
that this Saviour was coming, was going 
to be born to some Jewish woman, in Beth- 
lehem. You remember last quarter we 
studied about some of the prophets that 
were saying, “He’s coming!” And now 
an angel says he’s coming right away, in 
a few months. 

And Mary was so happy about it, that 
she sang a beautiful song of praise and 
thanksgiving to God. Many mothers have 
praised God for their children, but Mary 
had the most to thank God for, because 
her baby was the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
greatest gift God ever gave to the world. 

We're going to sing a cradle song writ- 
ten long ago about the little Lord Jesus, 
and then we’re going to print our Memory 
Verse on these cute little’ cradle cards, 
“Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins” (Matt. 
1: 21b). 

I wonder how many of you love the 
Lord Jesus Christ and are trusting him 
to save you from your sins? He is the 
only Saviour. 


Monesto, CAL. 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having es do Etec Rh 
whole field of teacher 
your questions as brief as paren aan hime 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
a them to: Teacher Training Ques- 
tions, The Sunday School Times. 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia.) 


What.is the best plan for grading the Sun- 
day school?—H. V. 


HE ideal plan is to grade the pupil 

according to his proficiency in Bible 
knowledge. Some pupils very properly 
receive religious instruction at home, and 
there is natural disappointment and dis- 
interest when they are grouped with those 
who are less advanced. However, in re- 
cent years, few homes have kept up Chris- 
tian training, so that the well informed 
pupil ts a conspicuous exception. More- 
over, unless a school adopts a standard 
of advance for each year and determines 
by written examinations the fitness and 
progress of the pupil, this plan is sure to 


create dissatisfaction. Older pupils are sel-’ 


dom content to be grouped with younger 
ones, and parents are slow to admit supe- 
rior religious training for children who 


are intellectually and physically inferior to- 


their own. 
Grading: according to age has long been 
recognized as perhaps the simplest and the 
safest method to employ. Children of the 
same age not only are most likely to be 
upon the same plane of intellectual and 
religious development, but they have other 
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things in common which command their 
mutual interest in the Sunday school. 
‘Because of the large place that the 
public school holds in the lives of the 
boys and girls, it has been found in recent 
years that the interests of the Sunday 
school are best promoted when the pupils 
are graded according to their place in 
school. Unfortunately, today with an in- 
different home, in too many instances the 
pupil requires the assistance of every out- 
side influence to keep him in Sunday school. 
If he can meet on Sunday the schoolmates 
and playmates with whom he is associated 
during the week, there is a possibility that 
his interest can be preserved. On the other 
hand, when he is thrown on Sunday in 
grouns with which he has no other con- 
tact, he is quite likely to drop out. At 
least we must face the fact that between 
the ages of thirteen and sixteen the Sun- 
day school loses sixty-five per cent of its 
boys and seventy-five per cent of its girls, 
and we must make every possible adjust- 
ment to prevent this wholesale exodus. The 
success of the junior high school in in- 
creasing high school enrollment six hun- 
dred per cent suggests the wisdom of set- 
ting aside the Intermediate Department of 
the Sunday school exclusively for this 
group. Where this is done, there has been 
found a corresponding increase in the en- 
rollment of the Senior Department when 
it ministers exclusively to the senior high 
school pupils. Then by assigning the pre- 
school pupils to the Beginners Department, 
those in the elementary grades (6, 7, 8) 
to the Primary Department, and those in 
the secondary grades (9, 10, 11) to the 
Junior Department, we have probably made 
the most practical and promising provision 
for the Sunday school. Despite the fact 
that the Sunday school is recognized as 
the national school of the Bible, it is an 
appalling fact that seven out of ten of the 
boys and girls in our public schools are not 
in attendance, so that the Church needs 
to co-operate in every way with the secular 
school in order that these millions may be 
reached and held. 





Is a class organization of any value? If so, 
at what age should it be started?—F. E. P. 
EXT in importance to the organization 
of the department is that of the class. 
This provides for the natural tendency to 
form in gangs or groups, of which it is 
important that the Sunday school should as- 
sume the leadership. Class organization in 
the Junior Department is optional, but in 
the Intermediate Department is imperative. 
Not only does such an organization permit 
the teacher to participate in and direct the 
social and recreational life of the teen age, 
but it provides educational values of high 
order. Youth must be trained to plan 
things for others, to carry responsibilities. 
The boy or girl who has served as a 
class officer or committee member for a 
few years will know how to initiate plans 
and carry them out. 





Should a Sunday school of twenty-five at- 
tempt’ a department organization? We mect 
in a one-room building.—C. D. B. 

IN EITHER the size of a group nor its 

lack of suitable accommodations should 
discourage a Sunday school from proper 
organization. The students of Wheaton 
College have had marked success in or- 
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ganizing small Sunday schools in the coun- 
try schoolhouses of DuPage County, IIl. 
While the groups ranging from pre-school 
to adult age have assembled in one room, 
department instruction has been maintained, 
which, together with trained teachers and 
the use of the six-point record system, has 
provided a higher standard of efficiency 
than in larger and better accommodated 
schools. -Even the smallest schools can 
organize their work with a degree of thor- 
oughness and in conformity with the most 
approved methods, and this will be the first 
step toward enlargement. ‘The Wheaton 
College Sunday schools are reaching every 
boy and girl in the community. Unorgan- 
ized Sunday schools do not grow, and they 
cannot serve in this respect the full pur- 
pose for which they are intended. 





In my department there are children whose 
ages range from three to six, and I am ex- 
periencing difficulty in caring for the little ones. 
Cam you offer any suggestions?--V. M. P. 

5 gorse of the large place that plat- 

form exercises take in the Beginners 
Department, it is important that the pupils 
be as nearly the same age as possible. It 
is doubtful whether children under four 
should be admitted to the Sunday school, 
unless provision can be made for them else- 
where in a nursery or cradle roll class. It 
is most -difficult for them to attempt the 
work of which the older children are cap- 
able, and even if their presence does not 


have a disturbing effect, it is bound to re- — 


tard the progress of the others. As soon 
as children enter public school, whether 
they are five or six years of age, they should 
be promoted to the Primary Department, 
as the best interests of the two depart- 
ments are served when the Beginners De- 
partment is reserved for pre-school pupils. 


E Children at Home | 


An Abrican Boy 
Who Let His Light Shine 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia ©. Stott 


Let your .light,so shine. before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven (Matt. 5: 16). 


6¢“NOD bless you, Bantu. You and Gezo 

are going back to a hard place. Try 
to be faithful soldiers of your Master in 
Heaven. I know your village has no wit- 
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ness for Christ, so don’t let the darkness 
put out your light.” 

“No, sir, we hope not,” said Bantu and 
his friend, as they left their Christian 
school in West Africa to return home 
to help with the crops. 

Remembering their teacher’s words they 

were happily surprised to find that no one 
troubled much about them at first, and 
there was no active persecution. But one 
day Bantu called Gezo over into the gar- 
dens, and drawing him down behind a 
thick hedge he whispered: 
’ “Gezo, the chief has ordered us to bring 
some yams (potato-like vegetables) as an 
offering to the idol and take part in the 
festival to call rain. My mother has com- 
manded me to do this, but I cannot.” 

“We are sure to be beaten,” said his 
friend, “for my grandparents have ordered 
me to do the same. Oh, Bantu, now we 
shall have to stand up for Jesus and it is 
going to be-very hard, but we must be 
brave.” 

As soon as the head man, who was a 
very determined man, heard that the two 
boys had refused to share in the Rain Fes- 
‘tival he was very angry. 

. “We cannot allow these foolish ones to 
destroy our luck. Already all our crops 
die of thirst.. These mischievous ‘boys will 
bring down more trouble upon our village 
and must be publicly flogg 

The boys were determined to be true to 
their Master above. 

In a village not very far away, where 
many of the people had wished to be Chris- 
tians, they had been cruelly forced to join 
in idol worship, so Bantu said to his friend: 

“Gezo, we must stand firm. There ought 
to be freedom for all who wish to learn 

' the True Way. Let us go to the district 
chief and seek his protection.” 

It was a very difficult matter for the 

' boys to see the chief, and Gezo felt very 
much afraid. Bantu was afraid, too, when 
he saw the great man, but he told him 
what they wanted. But the chief would 
give no promise of protection, and sum- 
moned them next day before a court, where 
false witnesses, bribed by their village peo- 
ple, accused them of all sorts of evil doing. 

In the end each boy was ordered to pay 
a fine amounting to five dollars, or go to 
prison. Gezo’s family grudgingly paid the 
fine. But Bantu’s mother was very poor 
and could not possibly raise the money. 

It happened that among the people at 
«the court was a young Christian man from 
another village. Stepping forward when 
the handcuffs were being placed on Bantu’s 
wrists, he said to the chief: 

“Great Highness, let me go to prison 
instead of this ‘boy. He is the only son 
of his mother and she is a widow. I have 
no parents living to grieve for me. I pray 

. to’ be permitted to go in his place.” 

. Bantu looked at him in glad surprise 

‘and gratitude, but the chief was angry at 
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the suggestion and only ordered the man 
to pay a fine for daring to interfere. So 
Bantu had to go to prison for five weary 
months, feeling terribly worried at leaving 
his mother. “Yet,” he said to himself, “the 
people of my village have no light to show 
them the Way to Christ. Maybe they will 
learn to see that it is better to suffer than 
to deny him.” 

An African prison is a dark and filthy 
place, and Bantu was put in with all sorts 
of bad men. He wondered how ever he 
was going to shine there for his Lord and 
Master, but he asked continually to be 
helped. 

Some of the prisoners were being un- 
justly. punished, like himself, and even 
others who had done evil things were not 
unwilling to listen to Bantu’s Book during 
the long, hot, breathless days. How glad he 
was that he could read and tell them in his 
own simple words of the Saviour for whose 
sake he was there! Again and again he 
read the story of Joseph in prison, and it 
helped him to be patient in the dark ex- 
perience which had also come to him. 

At last the happy day of release arrived, 
and he was home again with his mother. 
But he had not given light in vain, for he 
found a gradually increasing number of 
people ready to listen to the Bible, and soon 
they were asking for a teacher. 

“Until I can send a man,” said the mis- 
sionary to Bantu, who had gone back to 
the school bearing the request, “you must 
carry on, Bantu; you have already let your 
light shine, so just continue to do so, till 
you get help.” 

And Bantu did, always rejoicing to think 
how God had been able to use his little 
light.” 

WortHinc, Sussex, Enc, 
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Christmas Pigs and Lepers 





(Continued from page 851) 


that some day there would be funds so that 
they, too, could come into the colony. 

There are other pigs, too, which are hav- 
ing a part in making Christmas a happier 
day for the leper. And they are the 84,000 
Pete pig banks of the American Mission 
to Lepers, which are busily collecting funds 
so that the leper sufferers whom Christ 
especially mentioned may not be forgotten 
on his birthday, but may have a share in 
the brightness of that first Christmas which 
brought a new hope to all mankind, even 
to “the least of these.” 

The Mission to Lepers asks nothing for 
itself.. It is the auxiliary of every foreign 
mission board and of every missionary who 
is working for lepers. 

Twenty dollars will give a Christmas 
dinner to a whole colony of patients. Twelve 
dollars will feed one patient for an entire 
year. Fifty cents will give a leper a pair 
of sandals to protect the bandages on his 
mutilated feet and help him to get about. 
Other amovnts will purchase cherished 
presents such as soap, blankets, and medi- 
cines, which we would call necessities, but 
which seem luxuries to the lepers. 

Anyone who reads these words can bring 
joy to the most friendless sufferers on 
earth by sending a gift through the Ameri- 
can Mission to Lepers, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, 
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The Young Posple's 
rayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 12. Signs of Growing Brotherhood, 1 
John 2: 9-11; 3 : 17, 18. 





Sunday, January 5 
Habits Worth Forming 
(1 Tim. 4: 8-16) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Habit of church-going (Luke 4: 
16). 

Tues.—Habit of daily prayer (Dan. 6: 10). 

Wed.—Habit of high thinking (Col. 3: 1- 


4). 
Thurs.—Habit of good will (Col. 3: 12-17). 
Fri—Habit of trusting God (Matt. 6 : 24- 


34). 
Sat.—Habit of the peaceful life (Rom. 14: 
16-19) 











HE story is told of a scholar who had 

two very noisy neighbors. One was 
a carpenter who lived on one side of him, 
and on the other lived a blacksmith. The 
noise of the two made life almost unen- 
durable. 

Finally, one day, the scholar made a 
bargain with the two men. Each prom- 
ised for a consideration to seek a new 
location. The scholar retired that night 
with a great sense of satisfaction, believ- 
ing his difficulties were over: 

But the next morning the scholar awoke 
with the same clatter in his ears. To his 
dismay, he discovered that although each 
noise maker had moved, they had simply 
exchanged places. The. carpenter had 
moved into the blacksmith shop, and the 
blacksmith into the carpenter shop. The 
scholar had taken pains to see who went 
out, but he had neglected to see who 
was coming in. 


We may find ourselves in a similar fix 
in dealing with bad habits, if we spend 
our efforts in seeking merely to cast them 
out. We must see to it also that bad 
habits are dispossessed by good ones, and 
thus make it difficult or impossible for 
the old habit to return. And so we find 
in God’s Word not only the negative 
admonitions and commandments, but the 
positive ones as well. It tells ‘us what 
to do as well as what not to do, so that 
we may avoid temptation. 


b 

As young Christians we can avoid many 
temptations and disheartening experiences 
if we will take the trouble to form the 
right kind of Christian habits. One of 
great importance is that of reading the 
Bible regularly and consistently. 

There are many reasons why it is im- 
portant to form this good habit. The 
Bible is a guide book. It brings us com- 
fort and encouragement. It helps us to 
see dangers along the way and to avoid 
them. But above and beyond all these, 
the. Bible. is the gyroscopic compass of 
the soul, keeping us headed always toward 
God and in the path of his will. 


Another important, habit that we must 
cultivate if we would be strong and 
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healthy Christians is that of a regular and 
daily prayer time. _ Whether we choose 
the early ‘morning or the middle of the 
day or the evening for this prayer time 
is not ‘so important, although many have 
found that the early morning is best. The 
important thing is to have a regular and 
daily prayer time. Satan will move every 
circumstance to prevent us from forming 
this good habit. The most commonplace 
and the most unusual things will seem- 
ingly conspire to interfere with whatever 
time we choose. But if we are deter- 
mined that nothing shall keep us from 
this time of fellowship with our heavenly 
Father, we may count upon his help to 
win the victory. 

Let us make this prayer time not only 
a time for requests but also a time for 
praise and worship and the quiet waiting 
upon God that he may speak to us. 


b 4 

Another good habit that God’s Word 
urges upon us is that of right thinking. 
There is so much about us in these days 
that ‘would dull the keen edge of a pure 
and sensitive mind. Our eyes see exhi- 
bitions, of evil. Our ears hear evil words. 
Against our wills we are exposed to sin 
and wrongdoing on every hand. We will 
find much to disappoint us in the lives 
of others, even Christians. 

If we let our minds dwell upon these 
things we shall find it hard not to be in- 
fluenced or disheartened by them. God’s 
Word urges us, “Whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soeyer things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things” (Phil. 4:8). 

b 4 

. The habit of going to church is another 
good and important one to form. It is 
here that we. will find our best compan- 
ions, help from the’ experience of others, 
opportunities for service, and the like. It 
is true that we can worship God any- 
where. But most of us are so constituted 
_ that we do not regularly worship him and 
observe one day in seven as his day, un- 
less we are stimulated and helped to do 
so by the practice of. others 


_ PHILADELPHIA. 


| Lower Rates lee Room and Board 
at America's Keswick 


ANY Christiari people find it neces- 

sary in these strenuous days to “come 
~ «apart... . and rest awhile.” What 
better place could there be than Keswick, 
N. J., with its evergreens, beautiful lakes, 
and, best of all, its opportunity for rich 
spiritual fellowship and blessing? 

The charge for board and room has been 
reduced, and the new special rate for the 
winter months is now only $9 a week. The 
rate has been reduced to this very low 
amount in order to bring the blessing of 
' a few days of rest at Keswick within the 
reach of all. who need it. It is really a 
venture -of faith, and the Council of the 
Victorious Life Testimony believes that the 
Lord will continue to supply the needs of 
the work through the gifts of Christian 
people. 

Those_who would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity may write to Addison 
C. Raws, Secretary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer Leagve 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 
, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 30 to January 5 
Mon.—Luke 1 : 46-56. A Mother’s Song. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The Virgin’s 
Song” is commonly called “The Magnifi- 
cat” from the phrase: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord.” It is truly the first 
hymn of “The Hymnal of the Church.” 
Its music fills the corridors of time, and 
will re-echo throughout all future genera- 
tions, It is full of Christ. Mary well 
knew that, although she had been hon- 
ored of God to provide for the Christ his 
blessed body, she had received from him 
life and salvation through his grace. There- 
fore she sang, “My spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.” Pray for revival sea- 
sons in America, . 


Tues.—Luke 1 : 57-66. A Mother’s Joy. 

Prayer SuGcesTions: “Many shall re- 
joice at his birth” (1:14). The neighbors 
and friends had thrills of joy at the birth 
of John the Baptist; but the mother heart 
of Elisabeth had a joy unknown to others 
(see 1:14). The joy of her heart is in- 
timated in the name of her son, the favored 
forerunner of Christ. John means “Jeho- 
vah is gracious.” Joy over John was in- 
creased by a supernatural event (see v. 
63). There is nothing in all this world 
that fills a heart with joy and gladness, 
and a tongue with praises to God like the 
performances of God’s promises. “Great 
is the Lord, and greatly to be praised’! 
Pray for Christians in the barren North. 
Wed.—Luke 2 : 41-52. A Mother’s Heart. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Never mother’s 
heart suffered more, and stirred more. “A 
sword shall pierce through thy own soul.” 
“Mary kept all these things, . in her 
heart” (vs. 35, and 19). Our Lord’s visit 
to the Temple at the age of twelve reveals 
Mary’s maternal feelings and heart needs. 
How anxious she was to have him per- 
fectly obedient; and how anxious he was 
to have her truly honor his own Father! 
A mother’s heart is only at its best when 
Christ is honored suitably. Pray for all 
Christian mothers. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 1 : 21-28. 
A Mother’s Dedication. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Hannah’s Heaven- 
given son was given to the Lord for “as 
long as he liveth.” ‘Today while millions 
of pleasure-bewitched mothers are calling 
the names of their babies after those of 
actors and actresses they adore, let our 
Christian mothers dedicate their little ones 
to the Lord. “They brought young chil- 
dren to him, that he should touch them” 
(Mark 10:13). A mother’s influence over 
her child will be determined by a mother’s 
dedication of her child. Home training 
takes on glory indeed when children given 
to the Lord are reared for the Lord. Pray 
for 10,000 new “Family Worship” circles. 
Fri—John 2: 1-10. A Mother’s Confidence. 
PrayER SUGGESTIONS: 
saith unto you, do it.” Everything in the 
life of Christ raised the admiration and 


“Whatsoever he . 
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PREPARE 
For Christian Service 


The Winter Term 
Beginning January 9, 1936, at 
The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 
offers students, in addition to the entire curriculum 
of the Institute, presented by its regular capable 
Faculty, the added advantage of an outstanding series 
of lectures by well-known teachers, during the term— 
January to April. 


SPECIAL LECTURERS 





pet of Moody. Bible In 
ER L. WILSON, Kansas City, Mo. 





The 30th Annual Founder’s Week Con- 
ference is scheduled for Feb. 2to 9. A 
great program of Bible exposition and in- 
spirational messages has been arranged. 


Enroll Now and Secure These Inspiring Benefits 
For further details, address 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF Sai 
, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


a. ONLY 90c (POSTPAID $1.00) 


PRAGTIGAL — )Srauiza= 

















COMMENTARY ¢ seoststecmicn 
1936 pe gg 


Iustrations, Blackboard Exercises, Questions, Maps, Etc. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


15 NAMES WANTED 


Addresses of S. S. teachers and others known to be 
readers of fundamental Christian literature such as 
‘Tne Sunpay ScHoor Times. UR NAME not 





evn YOUR REWARD, one of our best 128 © 


books—if you send z5 addresses 
so tc and mention this offer. 
The Bible Institute Colportage Ass'n 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago 


SPEND THE WINTER IN FLORIDA 
ATTEND THE 


FLORIDA KESWICK 


Unexcelled hotel accommodations—A place of refine- 
ment and beauty. Ideal climate, reasonable rates. 
SPEAKERS— 

Dr. H. C. Morrison, Dr. E. J. Pacz, Dr. W. B. 
Rivey, bi. E, A, MARSHALL, oR. Contan G Win- 

Rop, Homer RopEHEAVER, and 
For information, bulletin, etc., address 
FLORIDA BIBLE INSTITUTE 
W.T.Watson,D.D., Pres. Temple Terrace, Tampa, Fla, 


or more, plainly 


























SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 
Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Bez 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


_ —The “Bible 
and Illuminator,” an po ee. 
fg ae ge of 192 in Paging parts but 
Sissade ockes cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 
Sample lesson on application. 
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FOUR CENTURIES in English of the Ten Com- 
mandments and the Sermon on the Mount! Four centuries 

in English of the 23rd Psalm and the 14th of John! Four 
centuries in English of Micah 6:8 and John 3:16! Four cen- 
turies in English of the Golden Rule and the Great Commis- 
sion! | Four centuries in English of the Word of God! 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE has brought its helpful messages of 
comfort, counsel, challenge, and redemption: to hundreds of 
thousands. You are among those who have tested its truths, 
lived by its light, and proved its promises, — 


BUT RIGHT HERE IN THE UNITED STATES there are 
many. without the Bible ; in far away lands there are countless 
thousands who, have never seen even a Single Gospel ; there 
are hundreds of languages in which .no part of Scripture has 
ever been translated. 


AND THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY IS EQUIPPED 
and ready to speed the translation of the Bible into other 
tongues, to publish it in inexpensive editions for missionary use, 


and to make the loved heritage of the English Bible the pos- 
session of multitudes both in this countfy and abroad.* | But: 


to do this requires funds. 


AS CHRISTMAS APPROACHES {an you think of a better 
way of showing your gratitude. for your own Bible than. by 


helping others to have the Scriptures? A ‘gift to the American: 


Bible Society will do just that. 


THE BIBLE IS YOUR HERITAGE. TO GIVE 
IT TO OTHERS IS YOUR, PRIVILEGE 
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’ AMERICAN Bisie Society . 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. y 
Dear Friends: Out of gratitude for what the Bible has meaht to me and in recog- H 
nitien. of four hundred years of the printed English Bible, I am sending you herewith 4 
Haasan cinscnneseste » that I may share this. precious heritage with others. . 
a 

EI Pia we secs icveviccocepeccccesectisensecbasdescunedcacescnbteussneddgecinseooUNpheesosnceseh edge tbednensess H 
3 

: | 
PARRA visivenngigcqueccitnstescopreccocshnsuosmecoodoes sip consboadgacestenccictocedase sed sesteseccasSnceccbeuetd H 

: : 

Crry anp State. spinon <icintuseigeshahcas Mansetbels cckeesahwiag sls cts ssees . 
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‘ Last year the Society distributed 9,517; Bibles, 2 T t ts, Gospels, and Portions, in 148 languages 
and in more than forty countries. 8 — 
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confidence of Mary. Even his rebukes were 
indications of his moral excellence. Mary’s 
confidence inspired that of the servants 
at the feast. Faith is the golden key 
that brings into manifestation: the -won- 
drous power of Christ Jesus our Lord. Pray 
for a faith that will not a under re- 
buke and will not shrink in the face of 
mighty difficulties. 


Sat.—Luke 7: 11-17. A Mother’s Serrow. 
Prayer Succestions: The widow of 
Nain, bereft of husband and only son, 
came into the most exquisite joy that a 
Christian can know, — that of greeting the 
departed again in the very presence of 
Christ. Our reunion will _infirfitely excel 
this one, for it will be in “the land that is 
fairer than day.” Blessed meeting!’ We'll 
clasp our loved’ ones in our arms again 
to part no more, In the meanwhile we 
have sorrow. We walk along to the grave 
with a sorrowing company until — until 
he shall.appear. Pray for all Christians in 
bereavement, 
Sun.—Luke 1 : 68-79. The Mercy of God. 
Praver Succestions: “Remission of our 
sins through the tender mercy of our God.” 
The mercy promised to our fathers, in 
covenant and oath, gives us both the knowl- 
edge and the experience of salvation.“ What 
mercy it is that saves us from our enemies, 
gives us light in. darkness, and guides our 
feet in the way of peace. Surely in Christ 


the “dayspring from on high hath visited 


us.” “The mercy of the Lord is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting upon them that fear 
him” (Psa. 103: 17). 
sliders may repent and return, 
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Subscription Rates” 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly atthe. following rates, -payable in 


advance, for either old or-new subscribers,’ 
in the United States -and . Possessions.. 


These rates include postage, . 
$2.25—One. copy,- or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.45 each, per. year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 
$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1:75 each, per year, 
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For ‘Canadian subscriptions add 2$ cents. for. 


postage..to these rates; for foreign ae 
tions add 56 cents for postage. .- 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 

ten weeks, either singly or in clubs, 
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Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addtesses, 75 cénts each, per 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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Pray that all back~- 











wwe Qe « 


